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This bill will allow the state to prosecute offenses committed on, or against, ferries and other state-owned 
or -operated vessels.  Recently, a superior court judge dismissed a prosecution for rape that occurred on 
an Alaska ferry while in Canadian water.  The court found that there was no statutory authority for the 
State of Alaska to prosecute the crime, even though the victim was an Alaskan, and the ferry was an 
Alaskan ferry.  This bill will clarify that the state has that statutory authority.

Crimes of this nature are relatively rare, and passage of this legislation is not anticipated to have a fiscal 
impact on the Department of Law.  


