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HB 393 would provide for the registration and regulation of sellers of business opportunities, which are prepackaged 
small business deals offered mainly to novice entrepreneurs over the Internet and through newspaper and radio 
advertisements, television "infomercials," and seminars.  Typically, a business opportunity is an arrangement by which 
the seller provides products, equipment, supplies, or services to the buyer; assists the buyer in finding outlets or 
accounts for the buyer's products or services; purchases the products made, produced, or modified by the buyer; or 
provides the buyer with a marketing plan.

The bill would require that sellers of business opportunities register with the state, disclose specific information 
regarding the business to the buyer before sale, use an escrow account to assure delivery of business assets, and 
provide a 30-day right of cancellation for the buyer.
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A seller who recklessly violates the registration requirements would be guilty of a class C felony.  A seller who 
recklessly violates the contract or cancellation provisions would be guilty of a class A misdemeanor.  The bill would 
also amend AS 45.50.471(b) to specify that a violation of the sale of business opportunities statute constitutes an 
unfair or deceptive act or practice in the conduct of trade or commerce.

The Department of Law does not anticipate significant revenues or costs from passage of this legislation.  However, 
because there is no regulatory scheme now in effect, we cannot say with certainly how much additional staff time will 
be required to implement this bill.

Given our experience with implementing the Telephone Solicitation Act, we would guess that no more than ten or 
twelve sellers of business opportunities will register in the first year.  Assuming an initial registration fee of $150, the 
revenue in the first year would be approximately $1,500 to $1,800.  With an annual renewal fee of $50, the revenue 
from these same sellers would be $500 to $600 in the second year, plus any new initial registrations.

Costs will be generated both by the time spent processing the registration applications, and by time spent on any 
enforcement actions against unscrupulous sellers of business opportunities, who are generally located out of state and 
who make exaggerated earnings claims to induce buyer participation, and who would be unlikely to register with the 
state.  We expect that processing ten to twelve applications per year, while perhaps more time consuming than other 
registrations due to the relative complexity of the business opportunity registration requirements, can be handled within 
existing funding levels.   We have no way of anticipating how many enforcement actions may be required.  The 
Consumer Protection unit is aware of dozens of business opportunity scams around the country, and they know 
Alaskans are being targeted, but not to what extent.  However, the department does not believe the cost of pursuing 
limited enforcement actions against a few sellers will entail significant amounts of staff time.  If our assumptions prove 
to be inaccurate, the department may need to seek additional funding in the future.


