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2002  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

This legislation would amend the crime of terroristic threatening (a class C felony) to include when a person
knowingly makes a false report that a circumstance dangerous to human life exists or is about to exist that
disrupts the schedule of a public transportation service or causes evacuation of a public area or public
conveyance.  More troubling is the provision of the bill that proposes to include in the same crime when a
person knowingly threatens a person engaged in providing transportation services or support services with
physical injury regardless of whether the person making the threat had the ability or intent to carry out the
threat and the person threatened actually was placed in fear of physical injury.  If this bill, as broadly written
as it is, became law, it would likely have a significant fiscal impact on the Public Defender Agency.  It is
not possible to determine the extent of that impact, however, because it is unknown how many potential
cases would result from this broadly written proscriptive language.  The Public Defender Agency has
serious concerns about broadening the language in the terroristic threatening statute to include personal
threats that might not have any real terroristic qualities.
Since the Agency cannot predict how many more cases would result if this proposed legislation passed, an
indeterminate fiscal note is submitted.


