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This legislation would amend the class A misdemeanor crime of violating a protective order to clarify the
culpable mental state required for the defendant’s degree of awareness that his or her conduct would violate
the protective order.  The statute, as written currently, is ambiguous as to that necessary culpable mental state.
The Court of Appeals interpreted the statute in Strane v. State, 16 P.3d 745 (Alaska App. 2001) to require the
culpable mental state of “knowingly” to apply both to the conduct and with respect to the circumstance that
their conduct violated the protective order.  This bill would require that the defendant act “with reckless
disregard” that the act violates or would violate the protective order.

The Public Defender Agency does not anticipate that this bill would have a fiscal impact on it.  The Agency is
already appointed to cases of this nature and clarifying the culpable mental state in the statute should not
significantly change that caseload.


