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2002  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE #2

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

This legislation would increase the penalty from an  A misdemeanor to a C felony for furnishing alcohol to
a person under 21 years of age if the person under 21 who receives the alcohol injures or causes the death of
another person and the injury or death occurs while the person under 21 was under the influence of the
alcohol received. This bill is broadly worded to include any "injury."  With such broad language it is likely
to have a fiscal impact on the Agency, by increasing the workload of attorneys.  Increasing the charge from
a misdemeanor to a felony increases the workload, however it is not possible to determine what percentage
of cases that the Agency currently represents people charged with furnishing alcohol to persons under 21,
resulted in the person under 21, who received the alcohol, injuring another person.  There is no way to
gather that information therefore an indeterminate fiscal note is submitted. The Agency has serious concerns
regarding determinations of what constitutes an "injury" as well as determinations of causation when time
and intervening or superseding factors exist.


