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This bill increases criminal penalties for acts of terrorism and adopts a class B felony offense for sending an imitation 
biological or chemical substance with the intent to frighten people.  Specifically, the crime of intentionally damaging an 
oil or gas pipeline or supporting facility is raised to a class A felony from the class B felony under current law.  
Tampering with an oil and gas pipeline or supporting facility is raised to a class B felony from the class C felony under 
current law.  The bill further provides that tampering with a water supply with intent to cause physical injury is the same 
level of crime (class B felony) as tampering with food or drugs, and makes it a class B felony to send or attempt to 
send an imitation biological or chemical substance with intent to frighten people or cause serious public inconvenience; 
depending on the circumstances.  Under current law this would either not be a crime or it could be a class C felony.
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The Department of Law does not anticipate a significant fiscal impact from passage of this legislation. 
Because these are felony-level crimes that would be prosecuted under current law, the sections of the bill 
that increase penalties would not increase the department's workload.  The new provisions that address 
imitation anthrax or other biological or chemical scares, and increase the penalty for tampering with the 
water supply from a misdemeanor to a felony, do represent potential new workload.  However, the 
department is optimistic that few of these prosecutions will be required.


