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      This legislation directs the Joint Committee on Natural Gas Pipelines to submit a project plan by January 2003 
on "whether the construction and operation of a natural gas transmission pipeline project … by a public corporation 
is feasible."  The plan would include findings, recommendations and conclusions from engineering and consulting 
firms on a detailed list of gas supply, financial, regulatory, market, local-hire and local-buy matters. If the project is 
judged feasible, the legislation directs that a new entity within Revenue, the Alaska Gas Corporation, would be 
responsible for one or more of the following: design, construction, operation and maintenance of the pipeline.
      Because a legislative committee would pay for and manage the feasibility study, that portion of this legislation 
would not effect the department's operating budget.
      And because the feasibility of the project, and the state's possible role in construction and/or operation of the 
project, would be determined by the feasibility study, it is premature at this time for the department to estimate any 
budgetary needs for the new public corporation. 


