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limited family reunification services. These funds are disbursed through the grant process to 26 agencies in communities throughout Alaska. 

The legislation obligates the division to consider using Intensive Family Preservation services when and where available; and it allows the division to determine the appropriateness of the services.

The legislation also states an expectation that the department will research and pursue outside funding to develop these services. The detailed prospective study (which includes development and training), data analysis, and projection process will need to be completed by an outside source with specific expertise. This fiscal note is for the expected cost of this process. Funding to cover the cost of this process is requested for three years. Cost covers expenses related to the required study. Since the CS HB252 allows phase in of these services to occur, the department will spend first year funding on developing and training for intensive family preservation services.

	page_2_page: 2
	analysis1: The intent of this proposed legislation appears to be one that is in line with the department's desire to provide support to families who can benefit from it, and to improve safety and well being of children. Intensive Family Preservation services are provided in many communities across the nation. These programs work intensely with a small number of families, for a short period of time, to help the family through a threatening time of crisis. Intensive Family Preservation services can be beneficial in preventing children from entering protective custody, and in reducing the amount of time children spend in protective custody. These services have limits in their appropriateness and effectiveness.  

Currently, DFYS receives federal and state funds to provide family support, family preservation and time 
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