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Extension of the Alaska Railroad to Canada

and to Whitehorse, Yukon Territory

At this point, the Alaska Railroad Corporation (ARRC) matches all federal grant appropriations with its internal funds. Should this be 
the case regarding federal funding appropriated for corridor delineation to the Canadian border and Whitehorse, there will be not 
fiscal impact to the State's general fund. There will be a fiscal impact if the State helps the ARRC match the federal dollars. The 
ARRC is currently asking Senator Frank Murkowski to look for federal funding options for corridor delineation.  It has been 
estimated it would take approximately $5 million to delineate and survey the corridor from the Alaska Railroad near Fairbanks to the 
Canadian border.  In addition, this bill would allow the ARRC to investigate the extension from the Alaska border to Whitehorse, in 
the Yukon Territory.  At this time, the ARRC has not estimated the cost to determine the Whitehorse route and conduct survey's for 
this section of corridor. Finally, the bill would allow the ARRC to acquire rights-of-way in the corridor.  We assume that State land 
could be acquired for no cost.  Military land could be transferred by our Congressional Delegation.  Native lands would require 
purchase or easements and we do not have estimates for the associated costs. 


