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Program for former foster children.

This proposed legislation will give the department flexibility in developing a program of services for youth who are 
transitioning from foster care to independent living. The proposed legislation allows for designating eligibility 
threshold, standards, and limits to program services. This bill will have no fiscal impact on the Department if enacted.

Through the Federal Independent Living Act of 1999, the State of Alaska shall receive no less than $500.0 per year 
in federal funds to carry out programs designed to help children make the transition from foster care to self-
sufficiency. A specific requirement of the Act is the provision of independent living services to former foster youth 
between the ages of 18 to 21. The current statute, AS 47.18 only provides for state assistance to youth in state 
custody. In order to meet federal compliance, language must be included to allow for the provision of monies and 
services to individuals who have left the Alaska foster care system and emancipated from state custody.
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