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HB 179 creates an class B misdemeanor crime of  "habitual minor consuming." Upon conviction the court is to 
require the individual to receive treatment specified under AS 28.35.030(h).  AS 28.35.030(h) is geared toward the 
sentencing of adult DWI offenders.  The existing Alcohol Safety Action Program (ASAP) program does not serve 
minors (persons under 18).  ASAP functions not as treatment but as the monitor of compliance with conditions of the 
court as part of the sentence.  The ASAP office in Anchorage provides the ASAP services in Anchorage as well as 
providing oversight and technical assistance to other grantee ASAP statewide.  This position will  work on 
establishing new standards for dealing with youth under this program for both Anchorage and other programs 
statewide.  These standards would establish how the  ASAP programs will make certain that the  screening and 
referral process is appropriate for these person convicted under this new crime.  
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ANALYSIS:   (continued)

The Division of Motor Vehicles has been keeping records of the number of youth who lose their driver's 
license under existing statutes since CY 95.  As review of this data indicates that in CY 2000 1,048 youth 
lost their driver's license due to having had their third minor consuming  or minor in possession offense.  
Since the number of youth with a third offense has grown each year since CY 95 we would project that 
under this crime we could expect to see that many youth being sent to ASAP under this bill.

As can be seen by the data from the Division of Motor Vehicles (shown in the chart below), it indicates that 
over the past years the number of youth losing their driving licenses for minor consuming has been 
increasing.  The number that have lost their license for second and third or more offenses has also risen.  
The chart below is from this data and clearly shows that the number of youth that could be determined to 
be guilty of "habitual minor consuming" would be high.  

Comparison of the number of youth who have lost their driver's license due 
to 1st, 2nd, or 3rd MC/MIP offense in CY 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 and 2000
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