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FISCAL NOTE
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2001  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

House (JUD)

An Act relating to underage drinking and
drug offenses

HB 179 creates an class B misdemeanor crime of  "habitual minor consuming." Upon conviction the court is to 
require the individual to receive treatment specified under AS 28.35.030(h).  AS 28.35.030(h) is geared toward the 
sentencing of adult DWI offenders.  ASAP is responsible for the screening, referral and subsequent monitoring of 
person who need substance abuse education or treatment.  Those persons needing treatment would be referred to 
existing treatment providers in their community.  This fiscal note would fund the necessary treatment expansion to 
meet the demand. 

The existing service system for youth is under capacity and this new demand must be met with increased service 
capacity.   The need to provide treatment to the expected 1,048 new cases requires expansion of the treatment 
capacity for youth.  
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ANALYSIS:   (continued)

For youth who have committed their third offense, after the fines and community work services sanction 
from the first and second offenses, must be considered to be at high risk.  Thus all should be referred to 
some level of treatment.  For many youth this may only require brief interventions and for some possible 
residential placement.  It is difficult to predict what the level of care required would be for the expected 
number of persons.  In the Division presentation to the Judiciary committee on HB 4, the Division indicated 
that the costs per adult treated was $1,854.  This would include care from detox to brief interventions 
averaged across all levels of care.  No similar figures exist for treatment of youth.  This request is based 
on our estimate that we could provide appropriate levels of care for these persons by using an average 
that would be a little more than half the adult costs.  This estimate results in the need for $975 per youth 
estimated to be affected by this bill.  Thus for the estimated 1,048 new persons needing some level of 
treatment (third offenses), a total treatment cost of $1,010,500 is projected.

The Division of Motor Vehicles has been keeping records of the number of youth who lose their driver's 
license under existing statutes since CY 95.  As review of this data indicates that in CY 2000 1,048 youth 
lost their driver's license due to having had their third minor consuming  or minor in possession offense.  
Since the number of youth with a third offense has grown each year since CY 95 we would project that 
under this crime we could expect to see that many youth being sent to ASAP under this bill.

As can be seen by the data from the Division of Motor Vehicles (shown in the chart below), it indicates that 
over the past years the number of youth losing their driving licenses for minor consuming has been 
increasing.  The number that have lost their license for second and third or more offenses has also risen.  
The chart below is from this data and clearly shows that the number of youth that could be determined to 
be guilty of "habitual minor consuming" would be high.

Comparison of the number of youth who have lost their driver's license due 
to 1st, 2nd, or 3rd MC/MIP offense in CY 1995, 1996, 1997, 1998 and 2000
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