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This bill would make a 3rd time conviction for minor consuming or in possession or control a class B Misdemeanor.  It also provides 
graduated sanctions for 1st and 2nd time offenders and requires treatment for 3rd time offenders.  It is anticipated that the first year, 
the Department of Corrections would be able to absorb any incarceration associated with this legislation since the bill will not 
encompass those with convictions prior to the effective date of the legislation.

It is the Department of Corrections' position that providing JSAP and making it a requirement of probation, in concert with graduated 
sanctions, will lesson the ultimate fiscal impact on the Department.  Early intervention is believed to aid in prevention of further 
drinking and concomittant dependence.  If the treatment component is not required/available, it is likely that Corrections will be taxed 
in subsequent years and may require additional funding.  It is unclear at this time what that impact would be but court records 
indicate that there were 1,744 unduplicated individuals who were 18 or older as of 1/1/01 and had 2 convictions for MCA and 1,427 
who had 3 or more convictions. Depending on what sanctions the court  
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would impose for these B misdemeanants, there could become a serious influx of
these offenders who were previously dealt with by violations/citations.  It is hoped
that graduated sanctions and education/treatment will provide the deterrence
necessary to prevent incarceration in the future.


