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         This bill provides general statutory authority for the civil prosecution of a person who makes a false claim for, or a 
misrepresentation regarding, money or property against the state or a municipality.  It would allow for damages of up to three times 
the amount suffered, a civil penalty, and court costs and attorneys fees from persons who make a representation or false claim 
against the state or a municipality.  The new law would not apply to any controversy that involves less than $500 and would not 
apply to unemployment claims, workers' compensation claims, state tax claims, public assistance claims, or temporary assistance 
claims.
          Passage of this legislation is not anticipated to have a fiscal impact on the Department of Law.  Current law already allows 
the attorney general to file suit to recover funds illegally paid out by the state or a municipality.  This legislation will serve to improve 
the state's negotiating position in those cases the department would undertake anyway by providing a heavier penalty - the threat of 
treble damages.


