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The Public Defender Agency's operations may be affected by this bill.  Drivers generally do not have a 
right to a court-appointed attorney in traffic violation proceedings.  However, the Alaska Supreme Court 
has held that a person has a right to a jury trial (and court-appointed counsel) for people who cannot 
afford to hire a lawyer for offenses which may result in loss of a valuable license such as a driver's 
license.  Baker v. City of Fairbanks, 471 P. 2d 386 (Alaska 1970).  The Public Defender Agency does not 
anticipate many of these cases and does not have a reliable way of estimating the costs.  Therefore, there 
is a possibility that the courts might decide to appoint an attorney.  However, the Public Defender Agency 
does not anticipate that there would be many cases even if we were appointed.  Therefore, an 
indeterminate fiscal note is being submitted.  


