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FISCAL NOTE # 1,Bill Analysis, HB 12 continued.

This bill would lower the threshold blood alcohol level for Driving While
Intoxicated (DWI) from .10 to .08.  The bill also lowers the threshold presumptive
level for impaired driving from .05 to .04.  This bill would result in an increase in
the number of new criminal cases the Public Defender Agency is appointed to
handle.

The Department of Law, in its fiscal note, estimated the number of new
prosecutions at 322 additional misdemeanor and 21 additional felony cases.  The
Public Defender Agency accepts the Department of Law’s estimates.  The
Department of Law based its estimate on a 10 percent increase in prosecutions.
This is a conservative estimate.  As the Department of Law points out,
experience in other states varies.  But in Maine, a state similar to Alaska in many
respects (smaller population, Northern climate), there was about a 20 percent
increase in prosecutions.  The Public Defender Agency will be appointed in about
75% of the cases.  Using Department of Law’s estimate, the Agency will be
appointed to 242 additional misdemeanor cases and 16 additional felony cases.

We will need one additional full-time attorney to handle this increased caseload.
Because our Palmer office handles a significant number of DWI cases and has
the largest caseload growth in recent years, we will place the attorney at that
office.  The attorney costs include clerical support and one-time equipment costs
in the first year.


