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This bill makes several amendments related to the protection of crime victims. It makes the violation of a protective
injunction a class A misdemeanor. Like protective orders in a domestic viclence case, protective injunctions may be
ordered by the court to prevent or limit a person's contact with a child if it is established that the person has sexually or
physically abused the child, or engages in conduct that constitutes a clear and present danger to the welfare of the
child. While domestic violence protective orders are a class A misdemeanor, under current law, the only remedy for
violations of a protective injunction is a finding of contempt by the court.

The bill also would clarify the means by which a victim can petition for the return of their property seized by law
enforcement from a pawnbroker or second hand dealer; anc broadens prohibitions against "compromising
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misdemeanors” (paying a victim's expenses in return for criminal charges being dropped) to include domestic
violence as defined in current law. The bill also adds a new mitigating factor for presumptive sentences when
a defendant pleads guilty or no contest within 30 days of arraignment on a charge.

Any potential fiscal impact of the bill on the Department of Law would come from the creation of the new
class A misdemeanor for violating a protective injunct on. The department expects to see only a handful of

new cases arising from this provision each year, and anticipates any increased workload can be handied with
existing resources.
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