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Fiscal Note:CSSB 261 - Protection from Needle and Sharps Injuries

This bilt helps further clarify existing requirements for employers as it relates to devices covered in the bloodborne
pathogen standard (29 CFR 1910.1030); provides reasonable requirements to evaluate, implement and prevent injuries
with engineered safe devices; and provides clear guidance on evaluation of needlesticks and other sharps injuries in
health-care settings. Health-care worker involvement and safety is enhanced by requiring employer policies that work
with potential parties at risk for a common solution to injury prevention.

OSHA estimates sharps and needlestick injuries vary between 590,000 to 800,000 per year. Many of the bloodbormne
deseases are life-threatening and incurable. Risk analysis by the Centers for Disease Control estimates the risk of
front-line heaith-care workers of contracting a blocdborne dasease is three times that of the normal population, due to
work in a health-care setting.

The Division of Labor Standards & Safety/Occupational Safety & Health Program is already in compliance with federal
bloodborne pathogen safety standards, as required by the federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration's
{OSHA) compliance directive of November 1999,

The Department does not anticipated increased operating expenses in connection with this legisiation.

Page 2 of 2



