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ANALYSIS: {Attach a separate page If necessary)

This bill eslablishes in the legislative branch the Office of the Victims' Advocale. The viclims' advocate will
advocate on behalf of crime victims in felony cases in the ccurts of the state and investigate complaints of crime
victims in felony and certain class A misdemeanor cases that they have been denied their rights under the constitution
and laws of the state.

The potential fiscal impact from enactment of this law on the Department of Law is dependent on the philosophy
and deplh of involvement of the victims' advocate. At a minimum, the length of time required for cases in which the
victims' advocate participates will increase, simply by virtue of having an additional attorney involved. The potential
that the victims' advocate will be at odds with the prosecutor over matters involving trial strategy, tactics, and plea
negotiations would add additional lime and expense. These costs are speculative, and the department cannot assign a
cost without additional experience.
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