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Estimate of any current year (FY2000) cost:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
HB 387 prohibits a school board or school district, a municipality, or a state agency from restricting a
person's free exercise of religion unless the restriction is in the form of a rule of general applicability
and does not intentionally discriminate against religion or among religions, and application of the
restriction to the person is essential to further a compelling government interest and is the least
restrictive means of furthering that compelling governmen: interest. The bill further allows a person to
bring a civil action against a school board or school district, a municipality, or a state agency for
violating this section. The court may grant a declaratory judgment, an injunction, or damages.

Under existing law, individuals can and do sue the State of Alaska claiming their right to free exercise
of religion has been infringed. However, they can?t seek damages from the state and
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have only limited ability to get damages from state officials under federal law. This bill would create a
new civil action for damages.

Providing for an award of damages may encourage more litigation in this area. At a minimum, it will
make suits more time consuming and complicated, as the damages will have to be evaluated. The more
significant fiscal impact, however, would be the damages themselves, should a plaintiff prevail. What
the actual amount might be, or which agencies might be sued, cannot be predicted.
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