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ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Under current law, causing or allowing a child to be in a location where a controlled substance is stored is a violation,
punishable by a $300 fine. HB 180 would make a class C felony to allow a child to be in a location where being the
child's parent or guardian, the person knows a controlled substance is being unlawfully used, manufactured, or

displayed. A class C felony is punishable by up to five years in jail.

Changing this crime from a violation to a class C felony will increase the costs to the Department of Law. Felony cases
require the use of a grand jury, and often result in a jury trial due to the significantly increased consequences of a guilty
verdict. The Department of Law cannot estimate at this time how many cases this offense might generate, however, as
the violation was just enacted during 1998. Until some more experience is gained, the department cannot project the
fiscal impact of this biil. o~
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