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ANALYSIS: (continued)

This bill would place restrictions on the court’s discretion to release people charged with sexual assault in the
second degree (AS 11.41.420), sexual abuse of a minor in the second degree (AS 11.41.436), and unlawful
exploitation of a minor (AS 11.41.455). These are class B felony offenses. The bill places the same restrictions
on people charged with class C felonies. like sexual assault in the third degree (AS 11.41.425), sexual abuse of «
minor in the third degree (AS 11.41.438), incest (AS 11.41.450), and indecent exposure in the first degree (AS
11.41.458). Finally, the bill places restrictions on people charged with the class A misdemeunor offense of
sexual abuse of a minor in the fourth degree (AS 11.41.440).

The restrictions the bill places on a judge’s discretion to release are:

Sec. | -- release on personal recognizance and on unsecured bond is prohibited as
it currently is for class A and unclassified felonies;

Sec. 2 -- release to the supervision of a designated person or organization must be
24-hour supervision except for periods personally approved by the judge.

Sec. 3 of the bill requires judges to “solicit comments from the victim” and consider those comments prior to
release.

This bill will have a fiscal impact on the Public Defender Agency. The Agency represents defendants in bail
hearings on these offenses. The additional restrictions will make release on bail in all of these cases a more
difficult process. The restrictions will result in Public Defender attorneys spending more time and resources in

preparing for and representing clients in bail hearings.
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