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Relating to the use of state airports for plutonium shipments 
under a proposed United States agreement with Japan. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

WHEREAS plutonium is a long-lived, highly radioactive, and 
extremely toxic material that is used to construct nuclear weap ­
ons and as f uel in nuclear reactors; and 

WHEREAS the proposed Agreement for Cooperation between the 
Government of the United States of America and the Government of 
Japan Concerning Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy establishes a 
30-year nuclear cooperation agreement that would permit the 
shipping of plutonium as reprocessed reactor fuel from reprocess­
ing plants in Europe to Japan ; and 

WHEREAS the shipments would begin by air carrier in the 
early 1990's and would occur every two weeks in amounts of SO O t o 
600 pounds each, which is enough plutonium to build 40 bombs of 
the size dropped on Nagasaki, Japan at the end of World War II; 
and 

WHEREAS the plutonium would be shipped in the form of pluto­
nium oxide powder, and the amount of the powder that is the size 
of a sugar cube can cause 3,000,000 f atalities from lung cancer; 
and 

WHEREAS the polar route planned for the shipments may neces­
sitate emergency landings in Alaska, and emergency landings are 
the major concern of Alaskan citizens; and 

WHEREAS a cask for the economical and safe transportation of 
plutonium that meets the requirements of the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission has not been developed; and 

WHEREAS the cask standards of the Nuclear Regulatory 



Commission may be overlooked in favor of the standards of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency that require the cask to meet 
only 1/lOth of the impact velocity required by the Nuc lear Regu­
latory Commission; and 

\:niEREAS a cask that met the standards of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency recently failed a test that s i mulated an 
airplane crash; and 

, WHEREAS a cask should not b e considered safe i.iniess the cask 
loaded with test materials can survive both a test crash of a 
cargci aircraft that has bee,n fully loaded with full-scale samples 
of loaded casks, and a ,,test drop from the maximum cruising alti­
tude of the aircraft; artd 

WHEREAS both the United States Senat e Fore ign Relations 
Committee and the United States House Foreign Affairs Committee 
have requested that the President withdraw or rehegotiate the 
proposed agreement because eacp has independently concluded that 
tlie agreemetlt is not consistent with the provisidns of 42 U.S.C. 
2153( b) (Atomic Energy Act of 1954) which is ,designed. t;o protect 
the Nation .against unreasonable risks to commori defense and 
security; and 

WHEREAS an envirotµnenta.l . impact statement has not beei;i 
p~epared fbr the propds~ii agreement, although there is cb1.irt 
precedent for the pi;:op.os.ition tliat the .. movement .of . nu~lear fuel 
qualifies as a major federal action requiring pri!paration of ah 
impact sta tement; and 

WHEREAS state law (AS 18 . ~5.027) expressiy pro'hibits the 
t i artsporfation Mf used nucle~r reactor fuel except fcir purposes 
of disposal outside the 's tate; ind 

WHEREAS illowing the planes carrying the plutbnium t o make 
ejiu!rgency lanchngs iti. the state would have trelni!IU:!ou,s coii~e­
~l1,!ence~ fbr tlie Health and ,safel:_y cif .. the state ' s r e !: ident:s and 
tHe protection of the state's ~nvironmerlt; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska St ate _I;egisiaflife , oppbses the 
proposed JO-lear, r1;ucleii.r agrE\ement; between the Unit.ed . States. and 
Japan that woula allow the ~hipment of pltltbnih~ Qj air .b etween 
Eurog e anct ~apan 8y polar route, an agreemept whic.hj,ould re s \ilt 
in emerg~hcy larttlirigs in the st~te during the shipmeht§j a iia b ~ 
it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Legislature re s pectful iy requests 
Hie . Go%fiiiir tb ,.p1:e.vlHtt ,tb the gteatest exteiit ji8~sili_1€ iil}der the 
i1Wb~tty ,of ~s, 1a_.4~.llp , the .u,se a.f s ~ete ;.h.t.P,or:f: s fbr any 
shipments of pllitohitlm by air between Eur6pe atta Ja~an ; 

) COP,IE~ of Hl:i. s ri!solUtion s tHi ll be bht td l:Re Honoratiie 
'drthd ,,Re~garh Pr,esitleht of ti}.e Urii.teli St:~t~in th.e Hdnor~ble 

G~8rge )!tish; V,ic:g~Pr esi.ii~hl: b f tRe United St: li t ~s aitli President: of 
~ti.~ ti. S. ,p~rtiJ;in ,J h ~, lfcit;1Pri~,le F,r:ai:ik C . . taf 1~1;~,i ;;. Sec~~~a~y Rf 
the U. S _: De,partment of D~f.ense l tlie Honoral:!le J!?lin . ~ : Rer,rington, ; 
~ect'j!~ar y of;,, !=Q~ .. U .§. Departll)e)it pf Ene;g:t,; the,.,!foporaple g~of~e 
P : , Shultz, Secret~fy of tH~ U~S : Department bf . Stat~ ; the Hohor­
agl~ Ji!.m~s H: Bhrnley IV ; . Secretary of the U.S. De~il.rtmerll: 8f 
Tran §por t ation i the Hon8ra,l:ile Jim Wright, SJleaker, of the . tJ. s. 
House of, R,epres€r\tatives; the . Hdnprable ,Cl~ib.Qrne Pell , thairntan 
t3f the U.S. Sefuite Foreign Rela tions Co!mriitH;e! h e Hohorable 
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Dante B. Fascell, Chairman of the U.S. House Foreign Affairs 
Committee; the Honorable Lando W. Zech, Jr., Chairman of the U.S . 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission; the Honorable Steve Cowper , Gover­
nor of the State of Alaska; and to the Honorable Ted Stevens and 
the Honorable Frank Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honorable 
Don Young, U. S . Representative, members of the Alaska delegation 
in Congress. 
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