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Requesting the State Board of Education to require the study of 
Al aska history and government in Alaska schoo l s . 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA : 

WHEREAS knowledge of American history and governmen t is 
fun d ame n ta l to i nformed and effective par t icipation b y c itizen s 
in t h e affair s of the n ation; and 

WHEREAS i n recogn ition of t h is, boards of education through­
ou t the United States have made the study of Amer ican history an d 
government a requiremen t for high school graduation; and 

WHEREAS knowledge of one's own state ' s history and govern ­
men t is fundamental to informed and effective par ticipation in 
state and local affairs; and 

WHEREAS in a 1987 survey, 33 percent of Alaska's high school 
sen iors reported no s chool instruction in Alaska history; and 

WHEREAS the State Board of Education has the authority to 
es t ablish graduation requ i r ements for all school districts and 
has adopted general requirements; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legis l ature respect ­
fully requests the Sta t e Board of Education to adopt regulations 
requiring at least one unit of credit in the study of Alaska 
histor y and government prior to graduation from high s chool. 

COP I ES of this resolution shall be sent to Barney Gottstein, 
president of t he State Board of Edu cation ; and to Wi lliam G. 
Demmert, commissioner of education . 




