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Commending the Alaska marine highway system for 25 years of 
service . 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

WHEREAS the J ·anuary 1963 maiden voyage of the MV Malaspina 
established the Alaska marine highway system; and 

WHEREAS the Malaspina is now one of nine ships in the sys­
tem's fleet whi.ch serves Alaskan communities in southeast and 
southcentral Alaska; and 

WHEREAS approximatel;y 6,000, oo·o peopl,e have used the ferry 
sys-tern for various activities such as transportation, education, 
recr-eation., and tourism in the last 25 years; and 

.JHEREAS the Alaska marine higbway system has played an 
integral part in the lives of residents along the mainline sys­
tem, creating a link between remote towns, the rest of the state, 
and the outside world; and 

WHEREAS the staff and crew of the Alaska marine highway 
system have provided s·ervices beyond the call of duty, including 
delivering babies, saving the lives of passengers, and, on numer­
ous occasions, assisting in search and rescue of s·tranded mari­
ners and residents along the way; and 

WHEREAS a·t least 90,000 vehicles a year are transported on 
the system; and 

WHEREAS the s ystem plays a critical role in the smooth f1ow 
of freight and goods for Alaskan commerce; and 

WHEREAS the Alaska marine highway sy stem creates jobs . 
throughout Alaska and helps to promote local economy, includi ng 
such industries as the marine maintenance ··faciU:t y in Ketchikan 



and tourism at all ports of call; 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Alaska State Legislature that on its 
silver anniversary the Alaska marine highway system should be 
congratulated for weathering the storm, be it man-made or natu­
ral; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the crew and staff, both present and 
past, are commended for a job well done; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature recog­
nizes the importance of the Alaska marine hi ghway system to the 
state and to the people it has served so well for 25 years. 
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