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LAWS OF ALASKA 

1988 

AN ACT 

Chapter No. 

136 

Providing for the establishment of the Institute for Circum­
polar Health Studies within the University of Alaska ; and pro­
viding for an effective date . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

THE ACT FOLLOWS ON PAGE l, LINE 11 

Approved by the Governor: June 8, 1988 
Actual Effective Date: June 9, 1988 
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AN ACT 

P~oviding for the establishment of the Institute for 

Circumpolar Heatth Stucties within ene University of 

Alaska; and proviging for an effective date. 

* Section 1. FINDINGS. The legislature finds that 

Chapter 136 

( 1) the severe health problems of depression, alcoholisll!, and 

suicide are endemic to Alaska; 

(2) million~ of dollars and countless expenditures Qf energy and 

time have been spent attempting to solve or at least adequately address 

these problems in the state, but that m,tjor successes have no!; been 

17 achieved and that a new approach to these probl1:IJ1s is peededi 

l8 (3) other circumpolar areas and nations, ipcludipg Can~da, 

1s Siberia, Greenland, and Scandinavia, also suffe:r frolll these problems, but 

20 that Alaska has failed to ex<;bange i:-esearcb 1md inforinat:ion with these 

21 countrie.s; 
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(4) the establishment of an Institute for Circumpp),.ar Health 

Studie_s within the Univeraity of Al9ska would "t;,e a l!laj or new step toward 

addressing and finding solutions to the health problems of Alaskans 9nd 

inhabitants of other circumpolar regions; 

(5) establishment of the institute :l,s a concept strongl.y syp ­

ported by the International Union for Circumpolar Health and the American 

Public Health Association's national Arctic health science policy; 

(6) Alaska is an especially appropriate location for such an 
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institute because the state represents the only presence of the United 

States in the circumpolar region; and 

(7) establishment of the institute will result in direct health 

benefits for every Alaskan, economic advantages and increased prestige for 

the state and the university, and improved opportunities for training and 

academic study in the state. 

* Sec . 2. AS 14.40 is amended by adding a new section to read: 

Sec. l 4 . 4 0. 088. ESTABLISHMENT OF INSTITUTE FOR CIRCUMPOLAR 

The University of Alaska shall establish an HEALTH STUDIES. (a) 

Institute for Circumpolar Health Studies in an appropriate unit of the 

university at its Anchorage campus. The institute shall consist of a 

research and instruction branch and an administration and information 

branch. 

(b) The institute shall 

( l) encourage international cooperation, especially among 

circumpolar nations, with regard to research, studies, information, 

and instruction relating to circumpolar health issues; 

(2) serve as a center for the collection and exchange of 

information and medical and health sciences data relating to circum­

polar health issues; 

( 3) provide a mechanism for communication and cooperation 

between the university and the commissioner of health and social 

services in addressing the needs of Alaskans for health care services, 

opportunities for education in medical and health sciences, and other 

mutual concerns of the university and the department; and 

(4) conduct resea rch and provide instruction and other 

services consistent with the mission and goals of the University of 

Alaska. 

* Sec . 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01. l0 . 070(c) . 
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