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§ 51-3-1 WELFARE ANJ:> INSTITUTIONS 

be prima facie evidence of such facts in any proceedings in the 
courts of the Territory. [L 1929, ch 65, § 25, p 144, effective April 
30, 1929; CLA 1933, § 1814.] 
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CHAPTER 3 

JUVENILES 

Procedure: Preliminary investigation: Petition. 
Summons: Notice: Subpoenas: Taking child into custody. 

. Service of summons, process or notice. 
Order for appearance with child. 
Release of child. 
Waiver of jurisdiction. 
Hearing and judgment or order. 
Appeal. 
Retention of jurisdiction: Stay of execution: Amending, vacating 

or arresting judgment: New hearing: Release of custody: 
Duration of Department's control. 

Appointment of guardians. 
Support of child. 
Place of detention: Provision for temporary care. 
Department's duty and power as to care of child. 
--Visiting home or institution where child placed: Removal of 

child: Reports. 
Standards of care. 
Payment of costs. 

§ 51-3-1. Purpose of Act. The purpose of this Act is to secure
for each child such care and guidance as nearly as possible equiv­
alent to that which should be given by his parents. 

The principle is hereby recognized that children under the juris­
diction of the court are wards of the Territory, subject to discipline 
and entitled to the protection of the Territory, which may intervene 
to safeguard them from neglect or injury and to enforce the legal 
obligations due to them and from them. [L 1943, ch 8, § 1, p 67, 
effective April 1, 1943.] 

Repeals and transfer of duties: L 1943, ch 8, § 20, p 74, effective April 1, 
1943, provided that "this Act shall supersede and repeal all other .laws of the 
Terdtory relating to the adjudication of cases of juveniles. Sections 1911 
to 1921, both inclusive, Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1.933; Chapter 31, Session 
Laws of Alaska, 1935; Chapter 6 and 12, Extraordinary Session Laws 1937, 
are ·specifically repealed. The Board of Children's Guardians and their several 
duties and responsibilities are hereby jtbolished. Cµstody of wards .of the 
Board of Children's Guardians shall be transferred to The Department of 
Public Welfare, effective April 1, 1943." 

Appropriation: L 1943, ch 8, § 21, p 74. 
Saving clause: L 1943, ch 8, § 22, p 74. 

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 
31 Am Jar .. 785 .. 
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JUVENILES § 51-3-4

§ 51-3-2. Construction of Act. The Act shall be liberally con­
strued to accomplish the purpose herein soug·ht. [L 1943, ch 8, 
§ 2, p 67, effective April 1, 1943.]

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 
31 Am Jur 786. 

§ 51-3-3. Jurisdiction. Juri. di tion ju cases of childr n under
1 yeurs of an·• shaH b vest I in the Justice 'oUJ't, whi ·h shall 
have e clusiv original jm·i clietion in p1·oc .din •s concerning any 
el1ild. residing ill th.is T rrit l'Y who (1) J,as vi lat d any luw of th 
Unit d States o:r the Territor or any Ol'ciinan or regulation of 
a. ubdi vi ·i n o f. th T rritory · (2) by reasou of b •ing wayward or
habitually disobedi ut is llJJControil cl by his par nt, guardia.u r
ust dia11; (3) isllabitualJy truant from.school or l1ome or habitual­

ly s tl p rts himself as to illj Ul' or endanger th, mo1·t1 ls or li a.Ith 
of lriwselJ: or otb rs; ( ) is a,b1mdon d by his pat·cn t, g-uai·dian or 
custodian; (5) la k p1·op r par n1'al' ·ure by rea.on of the :faults, 
habit or nen•lel!t of bi parent, guardian 01· uust diau ; (6) associates 
with vagra11t, vicious or imi!lol'a] p opl , or ugages in an occupa­
tion or i ju a situation aan ·er n,c; to life or limb or iujuri us to th 
h aJtb, mol'als, or w lf.are of lum e.ll or otJ1ers; (7) i mentally 
d ficien1, or in nee<l of ,;pecial are or trainin provid d his pareut 
or guardian con ·euts .in wi·iting that such chjld om within the 
provisions of thfa Act. 

The Justice Court shall also have exclusive jurisdiction in any 
controversy arising over the custody of a child, and to appoint a 
guardian of the person and property of any qhild within its juris­
diction. 

Provided that ueh jurisdiction provisiou shall n t b applicable 
in divor . or seJ arate maintenance ases axising in th, Distdct 

on.rt but in sueli cas s the District Judge ma ii h deems it best 
foi· tl1 w lia1·e ol: a hild involved order the child turned ov r to 
the cu. tody of the Wclfar Departm�nt. Ju such event th W lfar 
Department ball rec ive uch sopport m ney as i order d to b 
paid by the court and use snme to catty out suitable arrangements 
for the child. rL 1943, ch 8, § 3 p 67 · um u 1947, ch 21, § 1, p 62.] 

CROSS REFERENCES 
Waiver of jurisdiction: § 51-3-9. 
Retention of jurisdiction after judgment: § 51-3-12. 

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 
31 Am Jur 788. 

§ 51-3-4. Procedure: Preliminary investigation: Petition. When­
ever any person shall give to the court information that a child 
comes within the provisions of this Act, the court shall make inquiry 

1587 



§ 51-3-5 WELFARE AND lNST1'£UTIONS 

to cleterminr whether the interests of the public or the chi.ld require 
formal proceedings in the case. ,':focl1 inquiry shall inclmk a pr<'lim. 
inary investigation of the borne and ('llvironmental. sitllaLion ol' the 
d1ikl, his previous history, and the circumstances of the conc1itio11 
alleged. The court shall h,we power to designate a competent perso11 

or agrncy 1o assist in making the lWl'lirninary investigation. I1' 
after the completion of snch inquiry the court shall tletermi.ne that 
fnrtlier proecedi11g·;; slionld be liac.1, it sltall onler that a petition l>r­
filed, alleging briefly tlie facts wliich bring saicl child wit.bin thr 
provisions of this Act, and setting forth the name, birthplace, birth. 
date aud residence of the child; the names and resiuenees of his 
parents, or his legal guardian, and if there be none, the name of the 
person or persons having custody or control of the child, and the 
name of the nearest known relative if no parn1t or guardian can 
b0. found. If any of the facts herein required arc not known by 
the petitioner, the petition shall so state. The petition shall be 
sworn to by the person or persons presenting same. [L 1943, ch 8, 
§ 4, p 68, effective April 1, 1943.]

COLLA'rERAL REFERENCES 

31 Am .Jur 800. 

§ 51-3-5. Summons: Notice: Subpoenas: Taking child into cus­
tody. After a petition has been filed the court shall issue a summons 
reciting briefly the substance of the petition and requiring the person 
or persons named therein to appear 11ersonally with the child before 
the court at a time and place designated. If any person so summoned 
shall be other than the parent or guardian of the child, then the 
parent or g·uanlian or both shall also be notified of the pcnclency of 
the case and of the time and place appointed for a hearing upon 
said p0.tition, except as hereinafter provided. Subpoenas may be 
issued requiring the nppearance of any person whose testimony, 
in the opinion of the Court, is deemed necessary. 

If it appears that the child is in such condition or smronndings 
that his welfare requires that his custody be immediately assumed 
by the court, the justice may cause to be endorsccl upon the ,;urn­
mons an order that the officer serving the same shall at once take 
the child into custody. [L 1943, ch 8, § 5, p 68, effective April 1, 
1943. l 

§ 51-3-6. Service of summons, process or notice. Service of sum­
mons, process or notice required by this Act may be made by any 
suitable person clesi1:mated by the court. [L 1943, ch 8, § 6, p 69, 
effective April 1, 1943.] 

§ 51-3-7. Order for appearance with child. When it appears to
the court that the ·welfare of the child requires that he be brought 
1588 
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JUVENILES § 51-3-10

forthwith under the protection of the court, an order may be issued 
ao·aimt the parent or guardian, or other person having the custody 
of the child, requiring said parent or guardian or such other per_son
having custody of the child, to appear before the court at a time 
designated with said child. [L 1943, ch 8, § 7, p 69, effective 
April 1, 1943.] 

§ 51-3-8. Release of child. Any child taken into custody may, in
the discretion of the court, upon the written promise of the parent, 
guardian or custodian, to bring the child befor_e the cour� at any
time specified by the court, be released; otherwise such child shall 
be placed in the care of the person designated by the court. 

Nothing in this Act shall be construed as forbidding any pe�ce 
or police officer from immediately taking into custody any child 
who is found violating any law or ordinance, or who is reasoµably 
believed to be a fugitive from his parents, guardian, or other person 
having legal care of him, or from justice. In every such case, the 
officer taking the child into custody shall immediately report the 
fact to the court, and the case shall then be proceeded with as 
provided in this Act. [L 1943, ch 8, § 8, p 69, effective April 1, 
1943.] 

§ 51-3-9. Waiver of jurisdiction, If a ()hil 1 is 'h�rg d with an
o.ffons which, if committ d by an udul , won]a 'Onstitute a .felo1 Y, 
the court after ..full inve. tigatio1l rnay waiv the juri ilictiou vested 
in it by th.is Act, and order su h child l1cld to a.wait a. tion bJ'.' tl1e
grand jury; otherwise the court shall pro e d !IS herem pro·v1dec1, 
[L 1943, ch 8, § 9, p 70, effective April 1, 1943.] 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Jurisdiction of justice court: § 51-3-3. 

§ 51-3-10. Hearing and judgment or order. The court may c�n­
duct the hearinO' in an informal manner in chambers or otherwise 
and may adjour� the hearing from time to time. In the hearin�· of 
any case, the public shall be excluded, but for goo? and sufficie�t 
reasons compatible with the best interests of the child, may permit 
others to be present. 

Proceedings under this Act shall be without jury and the rules 
of evidence may be relaxed. 

If the court shall find the child falls within any of the provisions 
of this Act an order shall be duly entered: 

(1) Com�itting the child to the Territorial Department of Public
Welfare; or 

(2) Releasing the child to the care and custody of the parent,
guardian, or other suitable person, under the supervision of the 
Department of Public Welfare. 

1$89 
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§ 51-3-11 WELFARE AND INSTITUTIONS

No aajuu.i •alio11 upon th status f au: chilu. .lrnll operate to
impo:·e any of il.t> civil clisabiliti s irnpOsed by •ouvi tion upou n 
ceiminal •harg , nor shall any child b med a criminal by such 
adjndieation, uor shall su •h adjudi at:ion h deemed o. convicti n, 
ll ·r. hall any •ltild b<' ch rg tl with or •onviritecl 0£ 11 ·rime in any 
·Om"f., ext·t 1pt lls l l'UV-ilr] inl:iectiuu !J ol' this A·![§ G1-::l-9 It l'ei.n].

'I'b llisposition I' .:i ·hild ur any rvi<lcnc, give11 in '111 ,out· - hall
not be admissible as evidence against the child in any case or pro­
ceedings, nor shall such disposition or evidence operate to dis­
qualify a child in any future civil service examination or appoint­
ment in th 'l'errito.ry.

Upon 11teri11g· 11,11 01· lcl' of •u111mitnt 11 tl1 'ourt sl.tall transmit 
a copy of its inf 1·111ati 11 /:1l1cl fi.udings tog0tbcr with the 01·d r of 
• mmitm0..nt 1< th. D pA.l'tmrn - of Public \\TeL-f:ar ·o whi •h the
child has 1) en ommitt d. IL HJ a ch § 10 p 70; am L 194.5,
ch 60, § 1, p 157.]

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 

31 Am Jur 793. 

§ 51-3-11. Appeal. 'l'be Departm •11 l r Pn blic W liar or paren.t,
gnardian or e11 ·to 1iau f th· cl1i 11 uia:y a,pp 1al fr m the jud rment 
Ti,ven by tbe ,Ju.-ti • Court to t.h Di.-trict onrt within thirty days 
b:om the datt> ol' ntl'Y of tb jmlgment. An app al is tak n by 
serving a 1VTitten □oti the1· oi' ou tltc adverse party or hls attorney 
and filing the original with the proo.f of s -rvi •e nr1 1·sed thcr on, 
with b ,Justi e, and by giving an undertaking- with a sur ty t 
th ffcct that the. ppellant will _pay all cost.s aud disbursem nts that 
ma) b awarded against him on the app 1al, but sn h U]l(] rtaking 
shall not stay th ju l ,.nu1nt a1 p al cl 1'.ron or li. ha1·g th child 
from the cul:ltody o-f th Departme11t unl(Jss the om·t shall so order. 
[L 94.3, ch 8, § I, p 71.) 

§ 51-3-12. Retention of jurisdiction: Stay of execution: Amend­
ing, vacating or arresting· judg·ment : New hearing·: Release of cus­
tody: Duration of Department's control. 'Pho 011.rt shall. r tain 
jm·isdi ·tiou vm· tbr ca an<l may at any time . tay :xecution 
mod.i£y, set asid , rrvok or arrest jL1<lgmeut or grant a new h .aring, 
in l.h ex r is of its pow 'rs of protect.ion >v • r th ·hilt1 ;\nd for 
its l>est i11te.r sts aL any time lurulf.r hi.s mi11ority. An_ ap1 lic:a1'i n 
for that purpose may b p1· paT tl hy tl.11-• D partmeut or 'Pnblie. 
Welfare or any iut,1· sted perso11 a.cti.ug i11 beJ1alJ: of the !Lild, or 
on is own motion on givi11g r0a.sonabl 11otit:r Lo i11tcrestt>d partit>s 
and Dr.purtmt>Jlt oE Pnlili W Lfarr. \Yh nt>vcr npon du, Ji aring, 
th 'ourt sl1a.U clrtennin that i_ is :for the bc;;t intm:ests of th, 
child that he be released to the care or custody of his parent or 
1590 
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JUVENILES § 51-3-15

guardian, it shall make its order and judgment accordingly and 
the child shall thereupon be discharged from the control of the 
Department of Public Welfare, but no child shall continue under 
the care, supervision, or control of the Department of Public Wel­
fare beyond his minority. [L 1943, ch 8, § 12, p 71; am L 1945, 
ch 60, § 2, p 159.] 

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 

31 Am Jur 799. 

§ 51-3-13. Appointment of guardians. Whenever in the course
of proceedings instituted under this Act it shall appear to the 
court that the welfare of a child will be promoted by the appoint­
ment of a guardian of his person, the court shall have jurisdiction 
to make such appointment. The court shall cause a summons to 
be issued and served upon the parents of such child, if they can be 
found, in such manner and within such time prior to the hearing 
as the court may deem reasonable. The court may determine wheth­
er the father or mother, or the Department of Public Welfare, or 
other person shall have the custody and control of the child. If 
the child is over fourteen (14) years of age, his desires in the matter 
shall be given consideration by the court. [L 1943, ch 8, § 13, 
p 72; am L 1945, ch 60, § 3, p 159.] 

§ 51-3-14. Support of child. Whenever a child is committed un­
der the provisions of this Act the court may, after giving the parent 
a reasonable opportunity to be heard, adjudge that such parent 
shall pay in such manner as the court may direct such sum as will 
cover in full or in part the support of such child and if such parent 
shall wilfully fail or refuse to pay such sum, he may be proceeded 
against as provided by law for cases of family desertion and non­
support. [L 1943, ch 8, § 14, p 72, effective April 1, 1943.] 

§ 51-3-15. Place of detention: Provision for temporary care. No
child under eighteen (18) years of age shall be committed to a jail 
and no such child shall be detained in a jail pending hearing, or 
transfer to the custody of the Department of Public Welfare, ex­
cept for his safety or that of others. A child detained in jail shall 
be assigned to a room or place apart from adults, if this be possible. 
Immediate notice of such detention shall be sent to the Department 
of Public Welfare, who shall as promptly as possible arrange other 
care for the child. 

Whenever any child is committed under the provisions of this �. 
Act, the court may provide for his temporary care. [L 1943, ch 8, 
§ 15, p 7i; am L 1945, ch 60, § 4, p 160.]

COLLATERAL REFERENCES 

31 Am Jur 793. 
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§ 61-3-16. Dep
ar tm ent's du ty o.nd p ower as to care of child. 

TJ1e Department of P ubli c W clfnrc s h n il arrange l'cn· ca1·e of every 
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l
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§ 61-3 -17. -- V
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§ 61-3-18. S
t
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s 
of 

car
e. 'l'hc Departmen t of -Public Welfare 
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da

l'< ls of care 
nnd r11l

e
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:£or the welfai· c  or any c
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e
r il
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7
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§ 7
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§ 61 -3
-19. Paymen t 

o
f cos t s. To carry thi s Ac t into effec t, the 

proper anc1 necess ar y c
os l s 

of the court and witnesse s and other 
expenses nec essarily in c

urred 
in e n forcemen t 

o
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D
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, c
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