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AN ACT 

Relating to compensation for criminal injuries . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 

* Section 1. AS 18.67.020(a) is amended to read: 

Chapter No. 

87 

(a) There is the Violent Crimes Compensation Board in 
the Department of Public Safety composed of three members 
to be appointed by the governor. One of the members shall 
be designated as chairman by the governor. At least one 
member shall be a medical or osteopathic physician licensed 
to practice in this state and one member shall be an attor­
ney licensed to practice in this state. 

* Sec. 2. AS 18.67 is amended by adding a new section to 
read: 

Sec. 18.67,165. DISTRIBUTION OF MONEY RECEIVED AS A 
RESULT OF THE COMMISSION OF CRIME . (a) Every person 
contracting with a person, or the representative or assign­
ee of a person, accused of a crime in this state, with 
respect to the reenactment of that crime, by way of a 
movie, book, magazine article, radio or television presen­
tation, live entertainment of any kind, or from the ex­
pression of that person's thoughts, feelings, opinions or 
emotions regarding the crime, shall pay to the board any 
money which would otherwise, by terms of the contract , be 
owing to the person accused or his representatives. The 
board shal l deposit the money in an escrow account for the 
benefit of any victim of a crime collUilitted by the person 
and payable to a victim, provided that the person accused 
is convicted of the crime and the victim, within five years 
of the date of the crime, brings a civil action in a court 
of competent jurisdiction and recovers a money judgment 
against the person accused or his representatives. 



(b) Upon disposition of charges favorable to a person 
accused of committing a crime, or upon a showing by a 
person that five years have elapsed from the establishment 
of the escrow account and no actions are pending against 
that person under this section, the board shall innnediately 
pay any money in the escrow account to that person. 

(c) If an escrow account is established under this 
section, no otherwise applicable statute of limitation on 
the time within which civil action may be brought bars 
action by a victim of a crime committed by the person 
accused or convicted of the crime as to a claim resulting 
from the crime until five years have elapsed from the time 
the escrow account was established. 

(d) The board shall make payments from an escrow 
account to any person accused of crime upon a court order 
after a showing by that person that 

(1) the money will be used for the exclusive 
purpose of retaining legal representation at any stage of 
the proceedings against that person, including the appeals 
process; and 

(2} the person has insufficient assets, other 
than funds in the escrow account and assets which could be 
claimed as exempt from execution under state law, to pro­
vide for payment of expenses of legal representation. 

(e) Any action taken by a person convicted of a crime 
to defeat the purpose of this section is void as against 
the public policy of this state. 
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Permitted to become law without signature 
Actual Effective Date: September 27, 1978 


