
MARINE DEBRIS  
IN ALASKA: 

WORKING TOGETHER TO KEEP OUR  
COASTS CLEAN AND HEALTHY



THE MARINE  
DEBRIS PROBLEM

�We see marine debris every day on our beaches. 
Fishing line, nets, and other gear impact the seals and 
birds that have been with us for generations. We value 
the commitment and willingness to support our marine 
debris cleanups that Ocean Conservancy has shown as 
a partner.� 

Paviilax �Paul� Melovidov
Island Sentinel Coordinator for Aleut Community of St. Paul Island

Plastic pollution is now found in all corners of the world, from the sea 
surface to the seafloor and in the most distant reaches of the Arctic.

In Alaska, marine debris accumulates in remote places, where it fouls beaches, harms 
wildlife, and a�ects community well-being. Rural people are le� with the impacts, 
expense, and logistical challenges of cleaning up and disposing of this debris.

Through support for community and Tribal initiatives, data collection, education, and 
funding, we can work together to keep Alaskan coasts and communities healthy and 
clean from marine debris.
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Ocean Conservancy has nearly 40 years of 
experience in marine debris removal through 
the International Coastal Cleanupfi (ICC). The 
ICC is a network model that is mobilizing hundreds 
of thousands of volunteers each year to clean beaches 
and waterways around the world. While doing so, they 
collect data and report findings to Ocean Conservancy�s 
online, open database, TIDES, the largest global database 
on marine debris.

The vast coastline and distance between communities in 
Alaska make it uniquely challenging to address marine 
debris. Durable partnerships among communities, 
Tribes, NGOs, federal agencies, industry, and others are 
necessary. 

Ocean Conservancy has sought to build equitable, strong 
collaborations across Alaska and the Arctic region to 
advance shared conservation goals. We are integrating the 
expertise of both the ICC and the Arctic Program in our work 
on marine debris issues in Alaska. Together, we are working 
to raise awareness of the issue and amplify our collective 
impact.

Since 1986,

18 MILLION PEOPLE
around the world have rallied in 
their local communities to clean 

up beaches and waterways, Arctic 
regions included, through 
the International Coastal 

Cleanup.

#SEATHECHANGE
Ocean Conservancy is working with 
partners in Alaska and throughout 
the Arctic to build a collaborative 

approach to addressing the marine 
debris problem. 
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