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Agenda
Overview of the survey

PART 1
ǒ Perspectives and reality - cost of energy in Alaska 
ƺ Peripheral Railbelt areas
ƺ Rural Alaska

PART 2
ǒ General perspectives on energy technologies
ǒ Perspectives on AKLNG project 
ǒ Perspectives on nuclear energy
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ACEP has conducted annual public polling since 2023 to:

ǒ Understand perceptions of different energy options
ǒ Gather information on energy burden
ǒ Assess awareness of emerging technologies, including 

advanced nuclear and carbon capture and storage (CCS)
ǒ Examine regional differences in attitudes

Purpose of ACEP Public Polling
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Sample Size:

2023: N=500 (includes Fairbanks oversample); 2024: N=600; 2025: N=489 

(includes Nome & Kotzebue oversamples)

Key Demographics:

Respondents skew slightly older and more highly educated, with otherwise 

balanced age and gender representation relative to Alaskaôs population

Note: Convenience sample reflecting participant perspectives; Results are 

directional, not fully representative of all Alaskans; Demographic weights 

applied by pollster (S360)

Survey Methodology and Sample Characteristics
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Who Responded (2025) ?

6



PART 1:
Perspectives and reality - cost of energy in Alaska 

1a. Peripheral Railbelt areas
1b. Rural Alaska
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How affordable is your electric power bill?

~80% of Alaskans say they pay 

close attention to their energy bills

Effective cost of power today:

ǒ ANC - 22.4-26 cents/kWh 

ǒ Kenai - 32.1 cents/kWh

ǒ Fbks - 32.9 cents/kWh

ǒ Matsu - 25.2 cents/kWh

ǒ Juneau - 13.7 cents/kWh 

ANC Kenai Fbks Matsu SE
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Estimated Monthly Electric Bill by Region
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ǒ Fairbanks residents have been 

paying ~10 cents/kWh more than 

the PCE ñfloorò for a long time

ǒ This year, Fairbanks residents 

are paying more for electricity 

than ~140 of 188 PCE eligible 

communities

ǒ Residents in communities who 

achieve the ñPCE floorò are 

paying 11.5 cents/kWh less than 

Fairbanks today (first 750 kWhs 

used)

F

Fairbanks (Peripheral Railbelt Residents) 

GVEA Residential 

Rates

PCE ñFloorò

* inflation adjusted; customer fees not 

included in calculation
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Chart provided by GVEA from public 

presentation April 1, 2026 11



GVEA Daily use of Diesel 

Chart provided by GVEA from public 

presentation April 1, 2026 12



ǒ Average energy burden in the FNSB is 

10% (>3% is considered high energy 

burden in the U.S.)

ǒ Electric power could be as high as 34-35 

cents/kWh in the next quarter

ǒ FNSB Energy Burden Estimator: 

https://fnsb-energy-burden.acep.uaf.edu/

ǒ Similar dynamic exists (for different 

reasons) with respect to electric power 

on Kenai Peninsula
F

Fairbanks / other peripheral Railbelt customers 
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Residential Customer Rates ($/kWh)
* not inflation adjusted; customer fees not included in calculation
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Retail rate in rural Alaska 

is 2-3 times higher than 

ȰÕÒÂÁÎȱ !+

25-30% of kWh sales are 

eligible for PCE  



Annual Household Energy Burden Estimates 
for Rural/PCE eligible communities (2022)

Note: U.S. average 

energy burden of 

~3% is across all 

energy demand
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Price of heating oil in rural AK compared to 
U.S. average (historical)

16



17



Projected extra cost burden from increase 
cost of fuel in rural AK due to Iran War

Chart by S. Colt (ACEP) 18



Projected extra cost burden from increase 
cost of fuel in rural AK due to Iran War

Chart by S. Colt (ACEP)
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Projected extra cost burden from increase 
cost of fuel in rural AK due to Iran War

Chart by S. Colt (ACEP)
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PART 2:
Perspectives and reality - cost of energy in Alaska 
ǒ General perspectives on energy technologies
ǒ Perspectives on AKLNG project 
ǒ Perspectives on nuclear energy
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Should Alaskans use more or less?
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Poll results indicate Alaskans are interested 
in choices that reduce their energy costs:

ǒ 72% support their utility moving toward clean energy, but only 
48% are willing to pay more for it.

ǒ Biggest reason for moving toward renewables is the reduce 
the long-term cost of energy (35%).

ǒ Support/non -support for nuclear partly tied to perceptions it 
will be cheaper or more expensive than other alternatives.

ǒ Support for a pipeline partly tied to the belief it will reduce 
energy prices in Alaska.
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Perspectives on: 
AK LNG Project
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Would you say you support or 

oppose building a new natural gas 

pipeline from the North Slope to 

Southcentral Alaska? 

Support strongest in Mat-Su (83%) 

and lowest in Southeast (59%)

Public polling consistently shows 

strong baseline support for a North 

Slope gas pipeline in Alaska, often 

in the 70ï80% range

Support for a natural gas pipeline
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In your own words, why do you support or 
oppose a natural gas pipeline?
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Public support is sensitive to costs

How would support for the 

pipeline change under different 

conditions?

ǒ If the project requires 

additional state 

investment: ï27%

ǒ If energy costs increase 

compared to today: ï56%
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Public support is sensitive to costs


