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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 217(TRA) 
 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
 

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 
 
BY THE HOUSE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 
 
Offered:   
Referred:   
 
Sponsor(s):   HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR 

A BILL 
 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 
 
"An Act relating to ocean rangers; relating to commercial passenger vessel 1 

environmental compliance; relating to commercial passenger vessel fees; and providing 2 

for an effective date." 3 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 4 

   * Section 1. AS 46.03.476(a) is amended to read: 5 

(a)  An owner or operator of a large commercial passenger vessel entering the 6 

marine waters of the state is required to allow [HAVE] an ocean ranger hired or 7 

retained by the department on board the vessel to act as an independent observer and 8 

conduct inspections for the purpose of monitoring state and federal requirements 9 

pertaining to marine discharge, air emissions, and pollution requirements [AND TO 10 

INSURE THAT PASSENGERS, CREW, AND RESIDENTS AT PORTS ARE 11 

PROTECTED FROM IMPROPER SANITATION, HEALTH, AND SAFETY 12 

PRACTICES].  13 

   * Sec. 2. AS 46.03.476(b) is amended to read: 14 
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(b)  The ocean ranger shall monitor, observe, and record data and information 1 

related to the engineering [, SANITATION, AND HEALTH RELATED] operations 2 

of the vessel, including [BUT NOT LIMITED TO] registration, reporting, record-3 

keeping, air emissions, and discharge functions required by state and federal law. The 4 

ocean ranger shall conduct 5 

(1)  a short-notice or no-notice in-port inspection of 90 percent of 6 

all commercial passenger vessels entering the waters of the state; 7 

(2)  an underway inspection of at least 90 percent of large 8 

commercial passenger vessels permitted to discharge wastewater in the waters of 9 

the state; and 10 

(3)  additional inspections as necessary. 11 

   * Sec. 3. AS 46.03.476(d) is amended to read: 12 

(d)  In this section,  13 

(1)  "discharge functions" includes air scrubber discharges; 14 

(2)  "ocean ranger" means  15 

(A) [(1)]  a marine engineer or marine inspector licensed by 16 

the United States Coast Guard;  17 

(B)  [OR (2)]  a person who holds a degree in marine safety and 18 

environmental protection, or an equivalent course of study approved by the 19 

department, from an accredited maritime educational institution; 20 

(C)  a credentialed employee of the department.  21 

   * Sec. 4. AS 46.03.476 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 22 

(e)  The department shall prepare an annual report containing a summary of 23 

data and information gathered by the ocean rangers and, within 15 days after the 24 

convening of each regular legislative session, deliver the report to the senate secretary 25 

and the chief clerk of the house of representatives and notify the legislature that the 26 

report is available.  27 

   * Sec. 5. AS 46.03.480(a) is amended to read: 28 

(a)  Except as provided in (c) of this section, [THERE IS IMPOSED] an 29 

environmental compliance fee of $5 for each lower berth is imposed on each voyage 30 

of a commercial passenger vessel operating in the marine waters of the state.  31 
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   * Sec. 6. AS 46.03.480(b) and 46.03.480(d) are repealed.  1 

   * Sec. 7. This Act takes effect January 1, 2025. 2 


