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DESCRIPTION OF OUR PROGRAM

Connections Homeschool Program is categorized at the state level as a
“correspondence” school facilitated by KPBSD. It has approximately 1300
students enrolled in the current school year. There are three Connections
offices situated in KPBSD: Homer, Seward, and Soldotna. Connections has 11
certified teachers serving as academic advisors and six classified staff serving
in secretarial positions including finance, registration, and marketing. Two
cerfified Special Education staff to service IEPs, one classified information
technologist and one administrator.

The student population ranges from pre-k to 12" grade. Connections is
part of KPBSD so students can be co-enrolled with neighborhood schools.
Connections is the only KPBSD school that has competitors from outside the
district serving Kenai Peninsula students.

Connections has evolved over the last 20+ years from a “focus on credit
recovery” to a viable alternative to traditional schooling. Now the program is
moving toward being a preferred choice for families that have the desire 1o
be highly involved in their children’s education including the selection of
curriculum and providing instruction.

The flexibility of homeschooling combined with the standards of KPBSD
makes a Connections diploma a worthy accomplishment.




Breakdown of the money trail

» |nifial current BSA- $5960
» BSA times the multiplier of homeschool programs- 90% - $5364
» $5364 - $2700= $2664 to meet the following needs:

» Staffing

» Professional development

Facilities
Supplies
Events
Advertising

“Non-Count” students
» ', allotment students enroll between October count and first week of January

» Second semester enrollment




Enrolling in Connections

» Step one: Register
» Step two: Attend ILP meeting

» During ILP meeting plan is aligned with educational goals and state
standards. Materials must serve to meet goals of ILP

» Monthly Check-ins with all students

» Quarterly grades for all students
» Semester grades for all students

» Grade checks for athletes on KPSAA schedule determined by sport




Assessment plan

» Offer all district and state assessments on schedule

» Design and support formative assessments — feach parents to use formative assessment to
Improve instructional outcomes

» Use formative assessments to specifically improve Reading instruction (AK Reads) with intense
focus on students achieving grade level standards by 3@ grade

» Design support system to influence graduation rate

» |denfify at-risk students early in high school

» |dentify support materials and course corrections

» Design tutoring support for targeted students with the goal that all student will EARN a high school diploma.
» Confinuous professional development

» Working with parents to design and/or use formative assessments

» Working with parents to improve Reading instruction

» Working with at-risk students to provide support needed for graduation




IMPACT ON STUDENTS

®» Academic Performance: The very limited data we do have shows

these students measuring at or above district and state averages.
(approximately 12% participation rate for state testing)

= Graduation Rate: This is a data point that we hope to influence
through preventative measures including increased
communication with seniors and with high school planning
beginning at the end of 8" grade.

®» Student Enroliment: Connections is working to increase
enrollment of families who are already homeschooling elsewhere
or who are homeschool minded.

®» Post-High School Planning/Preparation: We strive to offer and
promote opportunities for employment readiness, scholarships,
internships, job recruitment, local training, etc.



Things you may not know about
homeschooling.

»  Approximately 30% of the school-aged students on the Kenai Peninsula are homeschooled

» Of these, approximately 2 are with Connections (1300) and Y2 are with other homeschool
agencies. These agencies cannot do anything that Connections cannot do but there are @
lot things Connections can do they cannot.

» C

» Connections provides curriculum and support for all late-comers to meet academic needs

nections provides late enrollees (after October count to January 51, 2 an allotment)

» Connections students can receive full allotments AND attend two courses at their neighborhood
school (no deduction from allotment)

» Connections students can participate in all KPBSD events and sports

» Connections is pushing to have access to a building where vocational, academic, musical, and PE
courses will be facilitated.

» KPBSD/Connections is now a state-wide program.
» Connections will partner with KPBSD schools for events such as SkillsUSA competitions

» Connections can partner with KPBSD schools for access to any KPBSD program.
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