IDEA: Measuring Success One Story at a Time!

SOME OF IDEA STUDENTS’ RECENT
ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

EMILY ROBINSON WINS THE 2024 KNIK 200 (January 2024):
Two-time Jr. Iditarod Champion Emily Robinson chased down
the 2022 Iditarod Champion, Brent Sass, in the final stretch to
win the Knik 200 this January. She was a decorated winner from
the 2022-23 season winning several races and had a great start
to this season! Homeschooling through IDEA provides the
opportunity to develop her perseverance and devote the time
training to be an accomplished musher here in our great state!

IDEA FIRST LEGO LEAGUE TEAM REGION F — GADGET Girls (2023): Gadget Girls from Fairbanks
won the state competition and went on to the World Championships for First LEGO League in the
spring/summer. There they took 4t Place in the World out of 80 teams! This great group of girls
worked hard and were rewarded on the world stage!

IDEA ACADECA 2023: Our 23-24
AcaDeca Team finished second last
year at state competition. They were
invited to Nationals as a Division IV
team (2" placers category). At
Nationals they placed 5% in their
division and 13™ over all teams in all
divisions across the nation. These
students showed their knowledge,
teamwork, and work ethic to
accomplish such a great feat.

IDEA FIRST LEGO LEAGUE TEAM
REGION F — HUNGRY ROBOTS (January
2024): The Hungry Robots IDEA FLL
team became the state champs at the [ SaF) o -
state meet this January and are now invited to the World Championships this spring. In addition,
they won the robot performance award, which distinguishes them as excellent coders. Their
project for the competition was designing and developing a video game that teaches modern
world history.

IDEA FIRST TECH CHALLENGE TEAM - LIGHTBOTICS (January 2024): The high school Lightbotics
(robotics) team won the regional FTC championship and has been invited to the state competition
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later in February. This team has been together for a few years, and last spring, won the Best
Robot Design award at the national (“World Championship”) competition in 2023!

2024 ACADECA TEAM STATE SCRIMMAGE: Our 2024 AcaDeca team is on its way to the state
competition this February. During the State Scrimmage held in January our team won 39 of the
97 medals overall! This was a huge victory and indicates they are on their way to another
successful year. We are proud of our students who study and prepare to compete academically
each year.

FFA — MIDNIGHT SUN (IDEA’s FFA chapter, December of 2023): Midnight Sun member, Michael
Boatright, was interviewed for a national article on agriculture in Alaska. The entire Alaska FFA
was highlighted on the FFA website nationally. Our students in the Midnight Sun Chapter were
highlighted both in the article and on the website. These young people are learning about
leadership, agriculture and community support. They do all this while giving back to their
communities through community service in many ways.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS SHARED BY IDEA HOMESCHOOLING PARENTS:

THRIVING ACADEMICALLY: “IDEA has been a huge part of my
family’s life for over a decade. We made the choice to
homeschool 13 years ago, when my oldest, Ryan, began
Kindergarten. At the time, the decision to homeschool was not
easy, but we were swayed by the example of a number of
families, and their bright, capable, well-adjusted children. Fast
forward to 2023: all four our children are homeschooling with
IDEA, and each of them are thriving academically. This year,
Ryan will graduate from IDEA. He is a valued employee at his
part-time job, a competitive soccer player, and a skilled
musician. He is on track to graduate with a 4.0 GPA, having
earned 18 college credits, and has already been accepted into
the honors program at his chosen college for the fall. The
community and support we found in IDEA have played a
tremendous role in his success, and the success of all my
children.” — The Kullander Family

FAMILY SUPPORT: “I am currently married with two small children. Homeschooling allowed me
the opportunity to pursue my Alaska loves in the outdoors, it taught me to be self-motivated and
a self-starter. | was class president at LeTourneau University, where | received a Master’s Degree
in electrical engineering. Having watched my parents raise their children on one income while one
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parent schooled the children, | remain committed to my wife enjoying the same freedom while
she raises our family. Currently we have no outstanding student debt and just purchased our first
home. | am working at an engineering firm developing electrical freight trucks.” —James Hilbish

CUSTOMIZED EDUCATION: Homeschooling through IDEA allows
parent-educators to make the best decisions for each of their
students based upon individual learning styles, strengths,
struggles, and interests. Homeschooling allows time to invest in
individual dreams and skills...like Ellie Claus, who competed in the
Iditarod as an IDEA high school student!

”Absolutely nothing compares to a one-on-one customized
educational experience to reach the immediate needs of each
child, ensuring the learner is neither held back when they can
accelerate nor forced to go faster when they are not cognitively

ELLIE CLAUS )
ROOKIE 2004 ready. Why do we homeschool as a family? To make the world a

e

better place one child at a time.” — The Eibert Family

PURSUE INDIVIDUAL GOALS: “An IDEA student who was enrolled grades K-12 has been very
successful in her adult life. Her parents chose IDEA so that they could choose their own curriculum.
The student was very gifted with her piano skills and never would have been able to pursue her
passion of music in a building base setting. She was hired to play at many weddings and social
events, even the Houston HS graduation ceremony. She graduated and immediately went into
business for herself teaching piano. She then got her first office job at a local eye clinic. She did so
well and impressed all the doctors there that they paid for her to go to school out of state and
become an eye surgeon’s assistant. She did amazing at being the doctor’s extra hands during
surgery. They credited her steady hands and quick eyes to her playing piano for so many years.
She is now married and raising a family but still plays piano and works in the eye clinic a few days
a week. She plans to homeschool her own children.” — Sandra Osborne

DEVELOP INDIVIDUAL INTERESTS: “I enjoyed many years with IDEA, homeschooling my 7
children. The flexibility of curriculum and schedule allowed us to delve into music and become
entrepreneurs. A quick breakdown of my 7 children: Kendra, 33, mom of 4, was bandleader,
producer, and songwriter, homeschools, writes a blog and music, sings in songwriter rounds, and
teaches private piano lessons. LaRae, 31, mom of 1, has taught orchestra at a Waldorf School,
teaches private lessons, and is currently a Vision Therapist. Alisa, 29, mom of 4, homeschools,
and plays fiddle for bands now and then. Meghan, 27, has served an 18-month mission to West
Virginia, was just accepted to the prestigious BYU Utah, is a receptionist for a veterinarian, and
still performs with her younger siblings now and then as part of VybeSlyce. Sean, 24, started a
videography business at 16, served a 2-year mission in Utah, and owns Redhanded Productions.
He has created cinematic videos for weddings, hospitals, the Alaska Air National Guard, and
countless small businesses. He also helps build infrastructure on the family farm and creates
videos for the farm. Joseph, 22, helped his Dad build homes, helped build infrastructure on the
family farm, served a 2-year mission to the Dominican Republic, married and moved to his wife’s
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home in Brazil, and works as a team manager for an international trucking company. He speaks
3 languages fluently. Ammon, 20, started a handyman business at 18, helped his Dad build
homes, helped us build the infrastructure for our farm, and is now serving a 2-year Spanish
speaking mission in the west. All are happy, healthy, thriving adults, contributing to society in a
positive way!” — Apryll Walker

SURPASSING PARENT SKILLS: “Who knew that our son could surpass our education by so much?
Thankfully, resources exist that far-exceed our skills. These resources enabled our son to pursue
Advanced Mathematics, which led him after graduation to the University of Alaska at Fairbanks.
Nathanael now works as an engineer, applying his mathematic skills to problem solve real-life
issues. Just this year Nathanael learned to fly a drone, so he could film the side of a mountain as
it exploded. The rubble of that mountain was used to resurface an airstrip in Kotlik, Alaska. Next,
Nathanael assisted in building a bridge in Ketchikan. Currently he is in Ninilchik, working on a
road-building project. We are thankful for the opportunities that have been provided to our family
and our children because they were able to homeschool. | truly believe that Alaska is better place
because of those who homeschooled.” — Wanda Reams

EMPLOYABILITY: “An IDEA graduate who was enrolled with IDEA through all his schooling years
K-12 benefited from his experience homeschooling. The student had a high level of interests in
many areas. His parents’ attitude was “no knowledge is ever wasted,” so they did whatever
possible to incorporate that into their homeschooling subjects. They enrolled with IDEA so they
could choose their own curriculum. The student went straight to college and earned a degree in
telecom. He applied for his first job with the AK State Railroad and got the position. When the
student was awarded the job, he asked the question “Why was | chosen over all the others? There
were many other men who had applied for the job that were older, much more qualified and had
more experience.” The man replied, “Because you know a little bit about everything. You are
skilled in so many areas, where these other men are job specific. We are looking for a Jack of all
trades, a man who we can send to remote areas with emergency needs and can handle all
situations.” The father of this student never would have had the opportunity to teach his son if
he were not homeschooled through IDEA. They started on bread boards and electronic kits. Then
worked on new home construction electrical jobs, installed solar panels, wind generators,
worked with diesel generators, battery backups, automotive, small engines, computer tech, EMT,
remote survival skills much needed to be sent out on remote job sites in Alaska. He was sent out
to the mountain tops of Denali in a snow cat. He helicoptered out and climbed 300 ft. towers in
high winds, or hanging off and under bridges. How about watching polar bears come and sniff
your work area tent? This young man wired fiber optics through the Whittier tunnel giving the
train conductors the first ever communication with the outside world while in the tunnel. He
went on for additional training and became one of three fiber optic specialist in the state. He still
lives and works in AK doing fiber optics.” — Sandra Osborne
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OPPORTUNITIES: “IDEA saw me through my education, from fourth grade all the
way through high school graduation. My time with IDEA was full of nothing but
opportunity upon opportunity. From personalized curriculum to immersive field
trips to classes through the University of Alaska Southeast, IDEA helped me to
¥ shape my education into what | wanted, and how | wanted it. | was able to explore
' and experiment with all sorts of topics, ranging from poetry to aviation, in order
to find what | was most passionate about. Today, halfway through my second year
studying marine science at Boston University, | look back at everything IDEA gave me, and | feel
so grateful for the program, which was there for me every step of the way.” — IDEA student

GETTING BACK ON TRACK: Due to being able to provide a truly individual student learning plan,
a student we will call “Ben” was able to be successful and graduate with IDEA. “Ben” moved to
Alaska in what should have been his 8™ grade year, after his sister sought guardianship of him
because he had not been to school since grade 2 in Louisiana. He could not read and could do
only basic math. With advice from a certified contact teacher, “Ben” started with the basics.
Having a homeschool situation as well as a dedicated older sister allowed “Ben” to start with an
intensive intervention phonics program and an elementary level math book. He did not take
summers off and was highly motivated. After one year, he was reading easy chapter books and
had completed 2 years of math. By the time he graduated with IDEA five years later, he was
reading independently, and had advanced his math skills to the point of doing Algebra Il his senior
year. This level of achievement would not have been possible in a building based school. The boy
that walked into the IDEA office with his head hung low, little to no eye contact, very quiet, and
with no smiles emerged 5 years later as a confident young man, with his head held high and a big
bright smile on his face. Where is he now? He works in construction and is a volunteer cook for
an organization that feeds the elderly and needy as well as college students in his area. He is
doing well and thanks IDEA and his sister for giving him the gift of an education.

STRONG FAMILIES: Bethany Hilbish not only graduated amongst the first graduates of IDEA, but
just recently graduated her oldest son, also through IDEA. In addition to raising her four boys, she
is also now raising her recently adopted foster daughter. Her son plans to go on to become a pilot.
Homeschooling has allowed her to join her sons as they showed an interest in weightlifting so
that this became a family love/activity.

Taking the oath of office of a
midshipman when receiving a
3-year NROTC scholarship.
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FOLLOWING DREAMS: Shiloh Schlung is a former IDEA student who schooled in many different
environments, but states she loved school at home the best. It allowed her to study the things
she loved, without being restricted to the things on the school’s traditional list. She has always
been interested in the Far East and Middle East and she has always been interested in pursuing
travel. IDEA’s Classroom with a View program fostered this love in her. When she finished high
school, she was invited to attend Oxford, but as she received a full academic scholarship at
Boston University, she chose school stateside. Currently she works for the State Department,
speaks Farsi, and has lived often in the Middle East. She has one daughter who attends school in
Kuala Lampur, where she and her family currently live.

RESPONSIBLE ADULTS: Jedidiah Schlung Is married with three children and one more due any day
now. After graduating from IDEA, he attended LeTourneau University as a national merit scholar.
His wife, who he met at university, was also homeschooled most of her life. They intend to
homeschool their children because they see so many benefits from their own diverse homeschool
experiences. Jedidiah is a doctor, currently working in the field of Radiology. His wife has a
Masters in Bio-Chemistry.

CHILD ADVOCATE: Andrea Boeshart, a 2005 graduate of IDEA Homeschool, has passed the
benefits of this form of education on to a second generation. She currently homeschools her 14-
year-old daughter, who has enjoyed the opportunity to start working on a college degree in her
chosen field early. Andrea has embraced the diversity of school choice here in Alaska, and utilizes
both public and private options for her other children. Andrea and her husband, Dustin, are also
foster parents and have cared for 5 children since obtaining their license in late 2018. Having
witnessed firsthand the many shortcomings of the current child welfare system, Andrea has
pursued positions of advocacy to try and better help facilitate change within our state. She, along
with a group of other dedicated foster parents across the State of Alaska, have formed Foster the
Future Alaska, a (pending) non-profit whose goal is to advocate for child-centered legislation and
policies, promoting the stability and wellness of youth in foster care.

MATURE AND RESPONSIBLE YOUNG ADULTS: “My sons were homeschooled by myself and my
husband, one of which | homeschooled all of the way from start to finish. This son was a UA
Scholar and always did well with academia. He showed such a propensity for schoolwork that |
was sure he would go on to pursue a college degree. In fact, he was accepted into a School Of
Engineering and that lined up perfectly with my plans for his life. When we had the talk about
‘what do you want to be when you grow up’ he dashed my hopes by informing me that he wanted
to try ‘a lot of different jobs’ to find what he liked. He had no interest in college, nor a college
degree. At my insistence, he did attend college for one semester, because he had that scholarship
and just to try it. He found that he was more interested in the trades and earned a certificate as
a Pipe and Structural Welder by his 17 birthday. At a young age, he started his exploration of
different employment opportunities available to a young man in our small community.
Homeschool taught him to be resourceful with what was available to him. It provided an
environment where he regularly interacted with adults so he was always comfortable
communicating with older co-workers, bosses, and potential employers. He had the confidence to
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try new jobs, even though he is an introvert by nature. He had been taught about budgeting,
saving and giving, and by the time he was 23 he had saved enough money to put 20% down on
his first home — a 3 bedroom/2 bath on 2.5 acres with a detached garage. He has no debt, other
than his mortgage, but owns several vehicles, for both on and off-road. He is well respected
among his peers and elders and has an open door to go back to any of his previous employers.
Though he isn’t walking the path his mom had picked out for him, | am bursting with pride for my
‘Jack of all trades — Master of none’.” — Sam Emery

SUPPORT AND RESOURCES: My family has been enrolled with IDEA — Eagle River Region since
2020. Having the opportunity to homeschool allows my family to personalize our curriculum to
suit our children’s educational needs and abilities. IDEA has been pivotal to my children’s
education through the use of the staff, resources, groups and allotment. IDEA staff are a key part
of supporting my family in our homeschool journey, they are always available to help and provide
resources where needed. The groups run by the staff have been hugely beneficial for my children
to create friendships and develop social skills. Furthermore, the flexibility allowed in usage of the
allotment allows my children to engage in activities that they would not have had the opportunity
to do otherwise. Through the support of the IDEA staff and program my children are flourishing.
— IDEA parent

TURNAROUND SUCCESS: | am a special Ed teacher who has a student who just turned 19. Her life
has been chaotic, and she and her three siblings have been raised by their grandmother. After not
being able to graduate last year, she had become so discouraged about school that she had given
up, moved out of the house to a shelter for teens, and into their work program. She was proud of
the skills she was learning working in the shelter café. She pays rent as part of her program, but
still no schooling was being accomplished. New to my caseload, | asked her if she needed help
finishing up so she could graduate this year. She needed to earn 2% credits. She has response
delays, and requires a lot of repetition to learn. She took me up on my offer to read The Hobbit
and The Book Thief with her and support her as she answered workbook questions and completed
related activities. We have been meeting for 1% hours three days each week. Today we will finish
up The Hobbit. She is so excited to see how close she is to finishing up, and that graduating this
year can be a reality. | hear enthusiasm in her voice each day, which is 180 degrees from her
emotional state last March when | first met her. She sees that she can finish high school this year,
and begin her life as a young adult. She is changing her attitude through the simple support | am
offering her.

LEARNING THROUGH CHALLENGES: “After living life with chroniciliness as a teenager you begin
to see your dreams shrink. At first, you share the dream most kids have, grow up, go to college,
get married, have kids, and change the world. But as you use up your sick days and you can’t
remember the last time you actually sat in the classroom, the dream starts to fade. Instead of
going to college, you dream of just graduating. Graduating turns to finishing out the year, then
getting one project done, leaving you with the dream of just getting dressed for school. Your
world shrinks to the size of your bedroom, with the only thing to look forward to is your next
doctor’s appointment. This was the beginning two years of high school for me. It wasn’t until |
started homeschooling that | began to see beyond just my bedroom. Because the expedition of
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learning was trekking through my room, | could begin to dream again. The whole world was at
my fingertips, books about stars, stories of Rome, equations stretching across the wall. My
dreams grew bigger and bolder with the new excitement that came with fresh understanding. All
of this bright beautiful world flooded into my life again because of homeschooling, to have the
power to learn in a way that my illness couldn’t cripple any longer. | graduated in the spring of
2022 from IDEA Homeschool and | am happy to say | am diving into my dreams, not letting illness
hold me back but standing in the foundation of the gift of education that | have received.” — IDEA
Graduate from Mat-Su

COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTORS: “I homeschooled both my girls K-12 and most of that time with
IDEA. They have both graduated and gone onto become responsible, productive citizens in our
communities. One is now not only a wife and the mother of two children who now homeschool
through IDEA, but she is also a business owner in our community. She graduated with honors from
Baylor University and went on to get her Master’s as well. My other daughter graduated also with
honors from Whitworth University and Washington State University in Nursing and she too now
has her Master’s as well. She now is a professor at a local college training up the next generation
of nurses. They both work here in Alaska, giving back to the state that afforded them the
opportunity to pursue their passions and use their gifts. Their opportunities in homeschool gave
them wings to become well-rounded and contributing members of their communities. | am
thankful for IDEA and look forward to see how my grandchildren will blossom into their best selves
because of the individualized education they are receiving through their parents and IDEA!” — Deb
Mackie

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY: “Independence and leadership are key life skills for going to college
out of state. IDEA helped me develop these skills by giving opportunities | wouldn’t have had in
the public school system. | was given the chance to learn independence and personal
responsibility earlier in my life, which has helped me excel in my higher education. Thank you,
IDEA! | am grateful for the relationships | formed and opportunities you gave me through the
program.” — IDEA Graduate

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS: “I| homeschooled the first six of my seven children independently before
IDEA existed. | was not interested in enrolling in a program because | wanted to follow my kids’
timetables and abilities rather than having to adhere to a cookie-cutter approach to education.
But when IDEA presented a new option with more flexibility, | enrolled! My kids and I all benefited
from the ‘best of both worlds’ approach of IDEA — freedom and flexibility in our materials, pace,
and specialized areas of interest along with support, advice, and input from experienced
educators. | homeschooled 31 years in all, 20 of those years with IDEA. My adult children work in
food service, IT, plumbing, video-production, construction, and pastor a church. They all have
families of their own and people still reqularly share with me what great, well-rounded and smart
children | have. | attribute some of this to the funding, encouragement, wisdom, and support we
had from IDEA.” — Carol Simpson

ACADEMIC DECATHLON: For over 20 years, IDEA high school students have competed as a team
in the US Academic Decathlon Program. Ten events spanning the academic curriculum are
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focused on an annual theme, which in the past have included topics like Health and Wellness,
India, World War 2, or this year, the American Revolution and the Birth of a New Nation. In
addition to competing through test written tests, students write essays, give speeches, and are
interviewed. Success of the team depends on all students competing in all ten events, which
pushes students to excel in areas that they might normally not have confidence in. Also, teams
must be composed of students with a range of GPA’s, involving students who may have not
thought of themselves as being successful in academics in the past.

IDEA consistently ranks in the top schools competing at the Alaska Academic Decathlon
competition, held annually in Anchorage. They are the only homeschool program to win the
Alaska State title, and only homeschool program in the nation to compete on the National level.
In 2016, IDEA represented Alaska at the National competition and was acknowledged as the Top
Rookie Team of the year, with five subject area medals awarded. In 2017, IDEA students won
eight medals competing as individuals in the National program. The Alaska Academic Decathlon
competition also awards cash scholarships; last year IDEA students earned a total of $7,500 for
their overall scores in their GPA division.

But Decathlon is so much more than just the recognition that students receive. Participating
together in weekly Study Groups at our regional offices is an opportunity to learn study skills,
engage in discussion with other students, and for students to grow in leadership skills as they
plan and lead the study sessions. Partnering with Toastmasters, students engage in workshops
to improve public speaking. More than twice the number of students that can be accommodated
on Decathlon Teams at the State competition participate in the Study Groups, forming
friendships and a community of students that spills into other IDEA programs.

Academic Pentathlon is the Middle School version of Decathlon with similar State and National
events. Students study the same annual theme as Decathlon, following a study guide written for
their level, and competing in only five events. This program has grown significantly in the last six
years, both with IDEA and with the Alaska State organization. IDEA students have earned many
individual medals at the State and National events, and recently scholarship money was added
to the State competition with IDEA students earning $3,000 in scholarships in 2022. Study
sessions in the different IDEA offices encourage these students to develop study skills, engage in
critical thinking across subject areas, and gain confidence as they participate in group discussions.
As with Decathlon, the team must incorporate a range of GPA levels, making the program
inclusive and accessible to all students. The competitive aspects of the program drives students
to work hard; they engage with the materials and are motivated to learn new skills.

IDEA remains committed to the Academic Decathlon and Pentathlon programs because they set
high academic standards for IDEA students, encourage collaboration, and prepare students for
higher education. The team structure also motivates and encourages students of all levels of
academic preparation to engage with challenging academic materials and grow in their abilities.
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Science club at
IDEA - Eagle River
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