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March	22,	2023	
	
The	Honorable	David	Wilson	
Alaska	State	Senate	
	
Dear	Senator	Wilson,	
	
I	am	writing	on	behalf	of	the	All	Alaska	Pediatric	Partnership	to	express	our	support	
for	Senate	Bills	74	and	Senate	Bill	75.	Our	program,	Help	Me	Grow	Alaska	(HMG-
AK),	connects	families	and	children	to	resources	and	services	they	need	as	close	to	
home	as	possible.			
	
Over	the	last	several	years,	families	have	contacted	HMG-AK	needing	to	be	
connected	to	a	range	of	services,	many	of	which	fall	under	the	scope	of	SB	74	and	SB	
75,	to	include	speech-language	pathology,	pediatric	physical	therapy,	and	pediatric	
occupational	therapy.	Currently,	there	are	high	waitlists	for	these	services	due	to	a	
shortage	of	providers	in	these	fields.	The	administrative	burden	and	extended	
lengths	of	time	it	takes	for	Alaska	licensure	is	one	of	the	greatest	barriers	to	
expanding	Alaska’s	workforce	and	to	providing	access	to	these	services	through	
telemedicine	to	our	communities	off	the	road	system.			
	
According	to	our	data,	in	2022	we	served	over	900	children	with	close	to	300	of	
those	specifically	expressing	a	need	for	speech,	physical	therapy	and	occupational	
therapy	services.	In	2023	thus	far,	we	have	served	340	families	with	114	of	those	
needing	connection	to	these	services.		
	
Passage	of	SB	74	and	SB	75	would	increase	access	to	care	and	increase	the	number	
of	clinicians	in	our	state,	thus	decreasing	the	number	of	waitlists	for	services	that	
Alaska’s	children	and	families	desperately	need.		
	
Thank	you	for	sponsoring	SB	74	and	SB	75	and	for	you	overall	commitment	to	
children	and	families	in	Alaska.		
	
Please	contact	me	if	you	have	any	questions.	
	
Sincerely,	

	
Tamar	Ben-Yosef	
Executive	Director	
All	Alaska	Pediatric	Partnership	
907-903-6770	
tamar@a2p2.com	


