
Senator Cathy Giessel, Senator Click Bishop
Co-chairs, Senate Resources Committee
33rd Alaska State Legislature

Re: Support for House Joint Resolution 10 NAT'L PARK SERVICE; HUNTING IN PRESERVES
March 21, 2023

Dear Senators Bishop, Giessel, and members of the Senate Resources Committee,

The Safari Club International Alaska Chapter supports House Joint Resolution 10 NAT'L PARK SERVICE; HUNTING IN
PRESERVES.

Founded in 1971, Safari Club International is the country’s leading hunter rights advocate and additionally promotes
worldwide wildlife conservation. SCI’s approximately 50,000 members and 200 Chapters represent all 50 of the United
States as well as 106 other countries. The Safari Club International Alaska Chapter (SCI AK) and Kenai Peninsula Chapter
(KPSCI) are 501c4 conservation non-profit corporations. SCI AK was established in Alaska in 1977, and currently has 670
members. Our joint mission statement is “First for Hunters - First for Wildlife.”

House Joint Resolution 10 (HJR 10) urges the National Park Service (NPS) to withdraw the proposed “2023 NPS Rule”
without adoption. The resolution's language further affirms the mandates of the previous 2020 national preserves rule;
which did not seek to preempt state management authority of wildlife on federal public lands. The 2020 NPS Rule better
aligned NPS’s regulations with the state’s laws for hunting and trapping in national preserves in Alaska. The 2023 Rule was
proposed without consultation with the Alaska Department of Fish & Game, and is substantially similar to a 2015 NPS rule
prohibiting select hunting practices and management techniques on national refuges.

Hunting, fishing, and trapping are methods of harvesting wildlife by the public and are specifically authorized activities
under ANILCA in Alaska national preserves. Section 1313 of ANILCA establishes the extent to which NPS has authority to
restrict the take of fish and wildlife, and explicitly does not provide NPS with authority to regulate the “methods or means”
for harvesting—those practices are governed by the State.

Alaska is facing unprecedented pressure from the federal government to control access and resources on lands that
Congress intended to be used by the state’s residents. The proposed 2023 NPS Rule would further erode the state’s ability
to ensure Alaskan interests are able to make a living, engage in commercial and traditional hunting practices, and continue
utilizing national preserve lands in a responsible and respectful manner—as they have done for generations.

We thank Representative Cronk Giessel for introducing HJR 10 and offer our full support for this valuable piece of
legislation.



Best regards,

John Sturgeon
SCI Alaska Chapter President
SCI Alaska Chapter
Eagle River, Alaska 99577
Email: president@aksafariclub.org
Cell (907) 903-8329
Tel: (907) 980-9018
www.aksafariclub.org

Ted Spraker
SCI Kenai Chapter President
SCI Kenai Peninsula Chapter

Soldotna, Alaska 99577
Email: tedspraker@gmail.com

Cell (907) 262-9592
www.kenaisci.org

Safari Club International Alaska Chapter
First for Hunters - First for Wildlife



 

Senate Resources Committee,  

 

 

My name is Joey Klutsch and I am a second generation hunting guide. I am a rural resident of 

King Salmon, AK, and I have lived here my entire life. I’ve been involved in the guiding 

business for the whole of my working life and have been going to guide camp from the time I 

could walk. I first earned my guide license 20 years ago, and have operated my own guiding 

business since 2014.  Guiding is and always has been nearly my entire means of income. I am 

not a part time guide. I am a professional. Guiding is a way of life for me, a job that a truly love 

and care about, and one that allows me to provide for my family (both from the money I bring in 

and the meat I take home) in a sustainable way. I hope to someday get my two children involved 

in guiding. In addition to being my primary means of income, guiding is also extremely 

important for those who I hire to work with me, nearly all of whom live in Alaska. And the 

economic effect trickles down from there, especially in rural communities like mine. Air Taxis, 

stores, hotels, restaurants; all of them depend a great deal on the influx of out of state hunters, 

which happens during a time that is otherwise void of tourists, and which were it not for hunters, 

would have far less economic opportunity for those who operate and live in these communities.  

 

Much of the guiding that I do (and which many others do) takes place on National Park 

Preserves, for brown bear and wolf, so should the proposed NPS rule go into effect, it would 

greatly affect me, my family, and those who work with us, many of whom have been guiding 

with us for 20 years or more. My dad, Joe Klutsch, has been guiding in what is now Aniakchak 

Preserve since the early 1970s. His guiding main camp is located directly in Aniakchak Preserve 

and he has held an NPS concession contract to guide there since the early 1980s. This is a huge 

part of his business. He has spent most of his working life guiding in this Preserve. I guide for 

him in this area, so naturally a closure of brown bear and wolf hunting would affect me greatly, 

as a very significant portion of the hunters he takes in Aniakchak Preserve are for brown bear. 

Obviously, it would affect him tremendously. I hope to someday acquire this area from him, and 

it has long been my goal, but the area would lose most all of its value should brown bear hunting 

be closed. Furthermore, many resident Alaskan hunters enjoy hunting brown bears and wolves 

not just in Aniakchak Preserve, but all of the National Preserves throughout Alaska. It is not fair 

that resident hunters lose out on hunting opportunity, especially where there is absolutely no 

biological concern for these species, and no reasonable justification whatsoever for closure. This 

is simply another example of federal agencies asserting themselves by attempting to manage 

what is a state resource. And again, with zero biological justification for doing so.  

 

Much of GMU 9 has been listed as a predator management area for wolves due to the extremely 

abundant populations of these highly efficient predators. They take a large toll on prey species. 

You cannot blame the wolves for doing what they do, but at the same time you absolutely cannot 

expect to take them out of the management equation by forbidding hunting of them on Preserve 

units. Predators such as brown bears and wolves should not be given any elevated status amongst 

animals when there is a harvestable level of them to be taken. The Alaska Board of Game sets 

season and bag limits for these animals and it is not the place of the National Park Service to 

usurp the BOG, especially when the seasons and bag limits set by the BOG are based largely on 

biological evidence and data.  



 

Furthermore, closure of hunting of these predator species could, and likely would, adversely 

impact subsistence users in the area. Hunting for food may not be important in Washington DC 

and other major population centers where NPS policy makers come up with these ideas, but it is 

very important in rural Alaska where I live, and across countless communities and villages like 

it, many of which are in close proximity to National Preserves (the communities of King Salmon, 

Naknek and South Naknek are right next to Katmai Preserve, and this area is hunted for 

subsistence by me and many other locals from the area) . The elimination of hunting for the two 

major predator species (wolf and brown bears) would surely be detrimental to the game in the 

area, which is game that rural residents of the area subsist on and have done so for thousands of 

years. I doubt that most of the Park Service authorities who proposed this rule have any idea that 

brown bears can kill up to 70% of moose calves born, or that wolves can tear down a similar 

number of caribou calves. I am not saying that bears and wolves don’t have their place. Quite the 

opposite. They are a vital part of the ecosystem. But there is no logical reason that we should not 

be able to harvest them when their numbers are healthy, which they are, and when the Alaska 

Board of Game sets seasons and bag limits for doing so. The state of Alaska does a fine job of 

managing its game through the Board of Game process – a process open to the public. It has 

proven itself for many years. We do not need the federal agencies overruling seasons that are in 

place and work extremely well.  

 

Finally, I would like to comment regarding the lack of notice to the general public regarding this 

extremely serious NPS rule, especially in rural Alaska. As someone who actually lives year 

round in a rural AK, in a community that is a short snowmobile or boat ride from Katmai 

Preserve where locals routinely hunt and subsist, and that is within relative proximity of two 

other Preserves (Lake Clark and Aniakchak Preserves), I find it particularly alarming that no one 

that I have spoken with in my community, including members of our Naknek/Kvichak Advisory 

Committee (of which I am a member of) have heard of this rule, which could potentially affect 

them so greatly. This is absolutely inexcusable and just illustrates perfectly how NPS does not 

care about local members of these rural communities, the very people who this could potentially 

affect the most. This is completely unfair to the everyday person who lives in these communities, 

who does not have time or even know about checking the Federal Register online to find out 

about things like this that greatly affects their way of life.  There are no notices to the public in 

our community; nothing in public places like the Post Office, stores, or bank where people of the 

community can go to find information. NPS didn’t even bother to post anything online, for 

example, Facebook groups such as the Bristol Bay Exchange, where community information and 

public notices are regularly shared. And this is in a community that is in direct proximity to a 

preserve where locals hunt and subsist! This is inexcusable and shows a complete lack of 

understanding, care, and utter disregard for the way of life people value so much in rural areas. 

This is in no way a public process because most people don’t even know that it is happening, and 

NPS is making no effort to inform them, much less ask for comments from those affected. How 

is that in anyway a democratic process? 

 

I thank you for your time and effort in this matter.  

 

Sincerely, 



 

Joey Klutsch 

Registered Guide 1277 

Aniakchak Guide Service 


