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April 4, 2024

The Honorable Mike Prax

Chair, House Health and Social Services Committee
Alaska State Capitol, Room 108

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: Opposition for HB 336 — Athletic Trainer Scope of Practice
Dear Chair Prax,

The Board of Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy (PTOT board) has become aware of
HB 336 related to the change in the scope of practice for athletic trainers.

In the interest of public safety, the PTOT board would like to express our concerns and
opposition to HB 336 as it is currently written. Particularly, we have concerns related to the
deletion of the words “[AN ATHLETE]” and the insertion of the words “an individual” in
Section 1.AS 08.07.030(b). This change would make it legal for an athletic trainer to treat any
person regardless of age, the nature of the condition or the treatment setting.

For the same reasons, the PTOT board does not support the bill as written in Sec. 2 AS 08.07.030
to amend the practice of an athletic trainer by deleting the word(s) “[AN ATHLETE]” and
“[ATHLETIC]” to describe an injury, or the inclusion of the words “or condition” while
deleting the words “[SUSTAINED OR EXACERBATED WHILE PARTICIPATING IN AN
ATHLETIC OR SPORT RELATED EXERCISE OR ACTIVITY].” Again, this change would
make it legal for an athletic trainer to treat any person regardless of age, the nature of the
condition or the treatment setting.

The PTOT board does not support the bill as written in Sec. 3. AS 08.07.090(4) to be amended to
include the use of the word “diagnesis” while deleting the word(s) [ATHLETIC] and [OR] in
order to allow for treatment and diagnosis of any injury, illness, or condition. Not only does this
change make it legal for an athletic trainer to treat any person regardless of age, the nature of the
condition or the treatment setting, it makes it legal for the athletic trainer to diagnose any
condition, illness, or injury regardless of the cause.

The Board of PTOT does not believe that the level of education of an athletic trainer as
evidenced in the curriculum of several prominent universities (College of St Scholastica, Texas



Tech University, and the University of Alabama) supports the broadening of the scope of
practice in a manner as to make it legal to treat populations beyond the athlete nor does it support
the ability to make a medical diagnosis of any condition.

While the board acknowledges the depth of knowledge of an athletic trainer and their integral
role as a valuable member of today’s healthcare team, many athletic trainer programs only
recently began upgrading their curricula to a master level degree with many remaining
bachelor’s degree programs throughout the United States. For example, most programs are not
educating athletic trainers specifically in pediatric, geriatric, or chronic pain populations.

All athletic training programs including, master’s programs, continue to emphasize treatment and
management of athletic populations as compared to other professions with educational
backgrounds allowing for practice privileges to treat individuals across the lifespan.

According to the Alaska.gov website for professional licenses there are fifty-two licensed
athletic trainers in the state for which no regulatory board exists. In Alaska, the profession has
not evolved to allow for public safety in the broadening of the scope of practice as HB 336 is
currently written.

Thank you for your consideration of our concerns.

Sincerely,

Alaska Board of Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy



