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March 15, 2024 

Senator Donny Olson, Co-Chair 

Senate Finance Committee 

State Capitol Room 508 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Re: SB 197- Residential Building Code 

Dear Senator Olson, 

The Association of Alaska Housing Authorities (AAHA) is a 501(c)(3) non-profit membership organization 

that consists of the 14 Regional Housing Authorities (RHAs) that serve as Tribally Designated Housing 

Entities (THDEs) for 196 Tribes in Alaska. AAHA members serve residents and communities in every part 

of Alaska, both rural and urban. AAHA and our members are dedicated to increasing the supply of safe, 

sanitary and affordable housing in Alaska. 

I’m writing in response to a question that was asked on March 6, 2024, during the Senate Finance 

Committee hearing about Alaska’s Regional Housing Authorities’ perspective on SB 197 – Residential 

Building Codes.  When polled, the AAHA Members did not raise objections to the bill and do not have 

concerns. However, the impacts on Tribal housing programs outside of an RHA umbrella are unknown. 

AAHA has supported similar bills in the past that would have adopted a statewide build code, adapted to 

Alaska’s unique conditions. The RHAs are currently developing homes under AHFC’s building standards 

which includes the Building Energy Efficiency Standards (BEES).  

Although RHAs will continue to build 5- or 6-star homes for our families to live comfortably, having a 

minimum standard code will enhance the lives of our families by ensuring that structures that are 

intended to be inhabited are safe and energy efficient.  A minimum standard code would also help make 

projects more cost-effective by streamlining the building process, increase financing opportunities from 

lenders, and reduce pressure on home insurance rates. 

We welcome additional questions from you and the other members of the Senate Finance Committee 

about SB 197 or any other housing matters that you’d like to discuss.  Thank you for your time, interest 

and continued support for safe, sanitary and affordable housing in our communities. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Colleen Dushkin, 

Executive Director 


