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Alaska House Special Committee on Tribal Affairs
Alaska State House of Representatives

To the House Special Committee on Tribal Affairs,

The Alaska Native Heritage Center (ANHC) is pleased to provide this letter of support for the
passing of Alaska House Joint Resolution (HJR) 17 referencing H.R 7227-Truth and Healing
Commission on Boarding School Policies Act of 2024 Bill. Within the State of Alaska, the
boarding school, which were both ecclesially and federal operated, were created to forcefully
assimilate, many times forcibly removed, Alaska Native children for assimilative purposes. The
destruction of cultural identity is one of many realities from the boarding school era which still
effect the Alaska Native population today and is revealed in such statistics as the suicide rate

amongst the Indigenous population.

ANHC 1s-a statewide 501(c)(3) educational and cultural organization located in Anchorage,
Alaska, whose mission is to preserve and strengthen the traditions, languages, and art of Alaska's
Native peoples through statewide collaboration, celebration, and education. Following ANHC's
vision for "Thriving Alaska Native peoples and cultures respected and valued," we have
implemented a robust research program titled Lach'qu Sukdu. As ANHC is the cultural
representative of all Native peoples of Alaska, this program has focused on detailing the history
and impact of both government-run and church-run Boarding Schools.

Although this history walks with all Alaska Natives, the call to healing is the reason why this
work is so important. Yet, in order to understand the role of healing, we must first understand the

truth of this history.
In line with ANHC’s work and vision, we fully support the passing of HIR17.

L0

Emily Edenshaw, PhD abd
President/CEO of the Alaska Native Heritage Center

8800 Heritage Center Dr Anchorage, AK 99504 907.330.8000




Alaska Native Heritage Center’s Lach’qu
Sukdu Research Program

The Alaska Native Heritage Center (ANHC) is a statewide 501(c)(3) educational and cultural organization located in
Anchorage, Alaska, whose mission is to preserve and strengthen the traditions, languages, and art of Alaska's Native
peoples through statewide collaboration, celebration, and education. Following ANHC's vision for "Thriving Alaska
Native peoples and cultures respected and valued," we have implemented a robust research program titled Lach'qu
Sukdu. As ANHC is the cultural representative of all Native peoples of Alaska, this program has focused on detailing
the history and impact of both government-run and church-run Boarding Schools.

We are humbled to share that ANHC has gained access to church-run repositories which have remained hidden for
more than 140 years. To our knowledge, no other organization or federal entity in North America has successfully
accessed, indexed, and interpreted these records, which have been uncovered through the operation of Lach'qu Sukdu.
The primary element discovered in this endeavor is that ecclesial institutions have served a previously uninterpreted
and substantial role in government-run and church-run Boarding Schools. For example, our research shows ecclesial
entities designed the system, which was implemented through a joint effort executed by governmental and ecclesial
mstitutions. Lach'qu Sukdu is advancing ANHC's mission and vision by bringing truth to our communities seeking
education and healing through truth-telling. Ultimately, our goal for this research has been to bring healing to
Indigenous communities, for truth is the first step in knowing what needs to be healed.

Through the interpretation of this previously unknown past, Lach'qu Sukdu has identified how structures of violence
were created through government-run and church-run Boarding Schools. These structures still exist today and have
been instrumental in the continual oppression of Alaska Native peoples directly linked to the MMIWG crisis. Our
research has also shown that the experiences of Alaska Native peoples and our communities played a significant role
in the broader context of the colonization of Indigenous peoples in North America. Alaska was ground zero for
colonization which utilized educational and ecclesial systems. Our research also shows that Sheldon Jackson
(Secretary of Education for Alaska) was working closely with Carlisle Industrial School, who, as you know, housed
thousands of Indigenous children.

Lach'qu Sukdu has started the process of detailing this history through analytical writings. ANHC has also engaged
with Tribal entities to help elucidate sparsely detailed histories. These activities have led to ANHC serving as a leader
in church-run and government-run Boarding School research in North America. Lach'qu Sukdu also held the first
Indigenous Boarding School Research Convening, wherein the organization displayed our work and shared
information with key stakeholders. The long-term impact of this work will reverberate through an international
community of Indigenous peoples impacted by colonization. In these early stages it has been identified that there are
significant connections between Indigenous boarding schools, resource extraction, missing and murdered Indigenous
peoples, and clear partnerships between church and governmental institutions.

In addition to our research work through Lach'qu Sukdu, ANHC is leading multiple boarding school projects, such as
construction and raising of the first Alaska Native Boarding School Healing Totem, developing the first Alaska Native
Boarding School Infographic, and distributing the first community-wide survey focused on the utilization of social
services by boarding school survivors and descendants.

Guided by the understanding that Alaska Native people are the closest to the work in Alaska, ANHC has engaged with
a variety of stakeholders in this process, including but not limited to the Alaska Federation of Natives, National Native
American Boarding School Healing Coalition (NABS) the Presbyterian Church (USA), the American Baptist Church,
the World Council of Churches, National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition, Truth and Healing
Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies, The Alutiiq Museum, Senator Murkowski's office, First Alaskans
Institute, and more. Current tribal partners include Chickaloon, Knik, Skagway Tribal Council, Sealaska Heritage
Institute, Kawerak, Bristol Bay Native Corporation, Kenaitze, and Eklutna.
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EARLY PHOTO OF SITKA
INDUSTRIAL INDIAN
SCHOOL WITH
CHILDREN IN MILITARY
UNIFORMS

-Jackson, Sheldon (1893) Sheldon Jackson Papers. Sheldon Jackson Collection. Presbyterian
Historical Society, Philadelphia.
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1878 DOCUMENTATION
CONCERNING FUNDING
OF FORT WRANGEL
BOARDING SCHOOL
THROUGH THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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1893 MAP OF
AUTHORIZED BOARDING
SCHOOL LOCATIONS BY
THE GENERAL AGENT OF
EDUCATION IN ALASKA,
SHELDON JACKSON

-Jackson, Sheldon (1893) Sheldon Jackson Papers, Reports Concerning the Introduction of
the Reindeer into Alaska - "Report on Introduction of Domestic Reindeer into Alaska.”
Sheldon Jackson Collection. Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia.
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“A PRISONER” DRAWING
BY UNANGAX GIRL
JESSIE LEE HOME,

UNALASKA

-United Methodist Church (2000) A4 great physician who loved and served The Great
Physician: Albert Warren Newhall, M.D. United Methodist Church:Unalaska.
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How did their classmates evaluate Bert and the rosy cheeked maiden?

Then comes the next one, Like hen there is none.

She 4is stout and fresh as a nose. A
You've but to say "bLush" and the blood it will rush
From the noots of hen hair to hen toes.

She 45 quite healthy Looking and good on the cooking,
And she washes and hangs up the clothes.

{Agnes L. Sowte)
The "professon™ in "tonic"; he's dead set upon it.
He has -patience and faith to be suxe,
For squeaking and squalling and dread catawalling
Are the things -he has to endure.

But to conquer he means on the strength of baked beans
For he 48 a Boston man puwre.

(A. W. Newhatl)

Having read several anecdotes which Bert recalled quit%,glearly,
what memories might Agnes haver A few include:

Too much yeast in her attempt at making bread, ending with
21 loaves.

'"BRE';_)_'D Emiven Baxvp To SPARE,”

Awakening to find herself tied to.the bed so she wouldn't
start her Saturday washing chores as early as 3:30 a.m.

—
———

B PRISsnER. "




RICHARD H. PRATT
(CARLISLE INDUSTRIAL
INDIAN SCHOOL) VISITS

FT. WRANGEL BOARDING
SCHOOL

-Pratt, Richard Richard Henry Pratt Papers WA MSS S, 1174, Box 37. Yale Beinecke
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University: New Haven.






ALASKA NATIVE CHILD
BROUGHT TO CARLISLE
BY RICHARD H. PRATT
(POTENTIAL)

-Pratt, Richard H. Richard Henry Pratt Papers WA MSS S, 1174, Box 37. Yale Beinecke
Rare Book and Manuscript Library, Yale University: New Haven.
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“LABOR CAMP”
EKLUTNA VOCATIONAL
SCHOOL

-Everett-Bragaw Labor Camp, Everett-Bragaw and Anchorage Museum Collections nd,
folder 6. Anchorage Museum Collections, Anchorage, AK.






“CHEAPER TO CONVERT
THE INDIAN THAN IT IS
TO SHOOT HIM”-
METHODIST
REPRESENTATIVE, JOHN
REID

-Jackson, Sheldon (1875-1884) Sheldon Jackson Papers, Series V: Scrapbooks, 1875-1884.
Presbyterian Historical Society, Philadelphia.






HEATHEN MISSIONARY
MAP BY AMERICAN
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS FOR
FOREIGN MISSIONS

-Women’s Board of Missions (1873-1922) Life and Light for Women. Woman's Board of Missions

1873-1922, American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions: Boston.
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SHELDON JACKSON
DOCUMENT
CONCERNING DEGREE
OF ALASKA NATIVE
“CIVILIZATION”

-Jackson, Sheldon and Princeton Theological Seminary The Sheldon Jackson Manuscript
Collection (Concerning Alaska). Princeton Theological Seminary Library, Princeton.






