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Behind the Curve in Meeting Demand

Timeframe PredictionsNearly 400 Mines Needed 
– Biden Has Approved 6

• S&P Global data on 127 mines 
across the world that began 
production between 2002 and 
2023 shows that a major new 
resource discovery today would 
not become a productive mine 
until 2040 or later. 

• Furthermore, this is on average: 
large and complex projects in 
politically sensitive areas can 
take longer. 



Upending Goal Posts Interagency Working Group

“In its report, the IWG concluded that fundamental reform of 
the Mining Law of 1872 – the 151-year-old law that still governs 
access to mineral resources on hundreds of millions of acres 
of public land in the United States – is necessary to achieve 
the best outcomes.”

Department of the Interior (DOI) press release on the recommendations

“We need to implement much needed mining 
reforms to establish strong, 21st Century 
environmental and engagement standards.”
DOI Sec. Deb Haaland

One of the biggest problems we have is we 
still operate under the 1872 Mining Law . . . 
as opposed to a leasing process.” 
DOI Dep.  Sec. Tommy Beaudreau



Legislation Permitting



Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA Reforms

Phase 1

• Finalized in April 2022

• Largely nullified favorable components of the 2020 NEPA reforms

Phase 2

• Broader changes, including requirements to assess climate change in NEPA 
documents 

• Final rule currently undergoing interagency review

National Environmental Policy Act

Phase 2 NEPA vs the Fiscal Responsibility Act

• Ignores congressional goals articulated in FRA

• De-emphasizes the procedural nature of NEPA

• Undermines FRA timeframes



Land Access

• Lands off limits to mining by presidential action/antiquities act: 
over 3.5 million 

Nearly 1 million acres in Ariz.

506,814 acres in Nev.

53,804 acres in Colo. 

2 million acres in Utah

• Department of Interior withdrawals:
nearly 850,000 acres 

Overhauls how BLM manages land by prioritizing conservation over other uses

Prioritizes Areas of Critical Environmental Concern

Final rule expected in Spring 2024

• BLM Conservation and Landscape Rule 

• Other rulemakings/policies affecting access

30 x 30/America the Beautiful Initiative

Individual resource management plan updates

Forest Service climate resilience rulemaking



EPA Actions to Undermine Affordable And Reliable Energy



Waters of the U.S. (WOTUS)



Source: American Action Forum | Feb. 26, 2024
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PAPERWORK HOURS

Regulatory Activity from Inauguration Day to Feb. 26, 2024

Regulatory OnslaughtPolicy
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