












 

Senator Jesse Bjorkman, Chair 
Senate Labor and Commerce Commi7ee 
State Capitol, Room 9 
Juneau, AK 99801 
 

RE: SB 144 – RelaFng to rates and Fme allowances for required motor vehicle work 

Dear Chair Bjorkman and members of the Commi7ee: 

I am wriFng today in support of SB 144 – relaFng to rates and Fme allowances for required 
motor vehicle warranty repair work.   

I am Aaron Seekins, Customer RelaFons Manager of Seekins Ford Lincoln, our family-owned 
dealership in Fairbanks. We currently employ around 90 employees at our locaFon. 

Seekins Ford Lincoln, was founded by my father in 1977. We have grown from around 30 
employees to as many as 100 in the 44 years of operaFon. 

Over the years we have serviced thousands of customers with a full service of automoFve 
opFons. We have a sales, service, parts, body shop and Quick Lane all at our locaFon. 

Why it’s important: 

• This bill is a consumer protecFon bill for all Alaskans. 
• This bill will help us retain employees and is important for Alaskans. 
• This bill helps the dealerships with compeFFve wages for technicians therefore lessing 

the hardship of customers not being able to service their vehicles in a Fmely manner. 
• This bill helps the dealerships to conFnue to offset the high cost of training technicians 

to Manufacture requirements. Many of the training cerFficaFons require the technician 
to travel out of state, all at the expense of the dealership. 

• This bill keeps dollars in Alaska’s economy instead of sending it Outside. We can conFnue 
to hire local technicians, pay them compeFFve wages and keep them from leaving this 
great state. 
 



Thank you for your consideraFon of SB144, we strongly request your support in passing this 
important protecFon for Alaskans. 

Aaron Seekins 
Seekins Ford Lincoln, Inc. 
907-459-4000 

 

CC: Senator Ma4 Claman, Sponsor 

 





February 3rd 2024 

 

Senator Jesse Bjorkman, Chair                                                                                                                                   
Senate Labor and Commerce Committee                                                                                                                             
State Capitol, Room 9                                                                                                                                                   
Juneau, AK 99801 

RE: SB 144 

Dear Senator Bjorkman and members of the Committee: 

I am writing in support of SB 144.  This relates to the rates and time allowances for required motor 
vehicle warranty repair work.  The passing of this bill is not only a benefit for the numerous 
dealerships that operate in the great state of Alaska but also to our repair technicians and their 
families, with an increase in their pay this will increase the dollars they spend here in Alaska. 

Manufacturers being required to pay the same labor hours as a customer pay repair increases the 
dealership income as well, this helps us pay for required manufacturer training, special tools and of 
course one of the largest benefits is the ability to retain technicians who are becoming more and 
more scarce it seems in today’s world.  SB 144 would allow us to compete with independent shops 
where technicians after receiving thousands of dollars’ worth of training from a new car dealership 
are often recruited by these independent shops who are collecting a higher payment from customer 
pay work vs the pay that is allotted by the manufacturer thus paying the technician more money. 

My name is James King, and I am the General Manager of Lithia Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram of 
Wasilla.  I have 28 years in the retail auto industry and personally believe the view from my 
dealership is the absolute best in the country, I invite you to stop by next time you are in the area 
and see if you disagree!  My dealership employees between 40-50 Alaskans who love this state and 
would love to see the state encourage the manufacturers to step up and pay the fair hours and rate 
that any customer off the street would pay.     

Thank you for your consideration of SB 144, I urge you to support the passing of this bill that 
supports and protects Alaskans and Alaskan businesses. 

Sincerely  

______________________________________                                                                                                                                          

James King                                                                                       
General Manager                                                                                                                                                            

Lithia Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram Wasilla                                                                                                                      

907-215-6391                                                                                                                                            

jking@lithia.com                                                                                    
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Konrad Jackson

From: David Billman <DBillman@lithia.com>
Sent: Wednesday, January 31, 2024 4:11 PM
To: Sen. Jesse Bjorkman; Sen. Click Bishop; Sen. Elvi Gray-Jackson; Sen. Kelly Merrick
Cc: Sen. Matt Claman
Subject: SB 144 – Relating to rates and time allowances for required motor vehicle work

Dear Senator Bjorkman and members of the CommiƩee: 
 
I am wriƟng today in support of SB 144 – relaƟng to rates and Ɵme allowances for required motor vehicle warranty 
repair work.  My name is David Billman and I am the General Manager of BMW of Anchorage and MINI of Anchorage.  I 
have been the GM of this store for 11 years, but started in the auto industry in 1999 at Budget Car Sales in Downtown 
Anchorage.  I grew up in Eagle River (Go Mustangs!) and am proud to call myself a lifelong Alaskan.  My dealerships 
employ 45 – 50 employees on average, with that number growing every year.  We are the number one highline 
dealership in Alaska, with a thriving service department.   
 
With the passing of this bill, we would be able to keep more money in Alaska’s economy.  Our technicians would be paid 
customer pay hours for warranty jobs, which would increase their paychecks, thus increasing their spending power in 
Alaska.   
 
With manufacturers paying the same labor hours as a customer would, it increases the dealership’s income as well, 
which helps pay for required manufacturer training, required special tools and technician retenƟon.  We are in 
compeƟƟon with independent shops that do not have the expense of required manufacturer training, special tools or 
the lowered income of a manufacturer paying less labor than a customer.  They are able to pay a higher flat rate wage to 
technicians because of this.  It is not unusual to spend thousands of dollars to train a technician, only to have them leave 
for an independent shop that can pay a higher flat rate wage.  
 
Thank you for your consideraƟon of SB144, I strongly request your support in passing this important protecƟon for 
Alaskans. 
 
 
Thanks and safe motoring! 
 
David Billman | General Manager | BMW MINI of Anchorage - Lithia Motors, Inc. 
730 E 5th Ave | Anchorage, Ak 99501 
 Phone: 907-646-7595  Internal Phone: 81547595  Fax: 907-646-7560 
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