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Thank you, good afternoon, House Resources Committee, my name is James Squyres, and I live in rural Deltana.  There are a number of red flags on this bill which need more discussion and consideration by this committee.  When the companion bill to this was heard over in Senate Resources, SB 198, it was eye-opening to several of those Senators when they figured out that this bill applies, potentially, to all state land, not just the large amounts of land already potentially available to be classified as settlement land that they showed you on their slide deck.  You might ask about the physical metrics increasing the extent on fighting wildfire when cabins pop up, as a result of this bill, outside of areas DNR currently designates for staking, where this has already been taken into account.  The fiscal note is way off, as it only discusses the additional employees they think they need to administer the program to dispose of land.  There's no provision for increased efforts that will be taken by Division of Forestry in dealing with fighting wildfire; we have a triage, limited resources by a ... air tanker attack, smoke jumpers, crews, and equipment, when it comes to protecting a structure in the path of wildfire.  Alaska Statute 41.15.010 speaks to providing protection from wild land fire and other destructive agents commensurate with the values at risk on forested land that is owned privately by the state or by a municipality.  So, does a new cabin, as a result of this program, in effect, increase the fire protection level from limited while they might simply let a fire continue on its natural course to a full or critical protection rating where there's no limit to funds spent to protect property?  We had multiple fires nearby this last fire season.  The state sent out two teams to trap and defend two remote public use cabins on state land.  They stay on site for days getting them ready.  Men, equipment, rations, and the triage of their time where they could have been fighting elsewhere with the other huge fires that were going on in the area.  The fire ultimately did not make it to those two cabins at all.  This is an example of an increased burden that will be placed on the state as you get a number of years into this goldrush.  And goldrush it will be, as there will be a one-time rush to grab the choicest tracks around the state in the private end.  I expect that some in the know already have their spots picked out.  Someone could nominate and stake alongside and across the desirable routes along groomed snowmachine trails maintained by nonprofits.  Outfitters across the state would nominate the choice spots where they hunt and land their planes, which will become part of their commercial operations.  With 10 people in your extended family, you could take the most prime, hundred acres along a prize bluff or river.  I don't think the unintended consequences of this bill have been thoroughly vetted in this committee to consider advancing it forward.  That concludes my testimony, thank you.
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