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Summary 

This Executive Order would shift the responsibility of advising the Governor on the planning and 

implementation of the statewide emergency medical system to the Commissioner in the 

Department of Health. 

Per Alaska Statute 18.08.020, the statutory purpose and function of the Alaska Council on 

Emergency Medical Services is to advise the commissioner and the governor on the planning 

and implementation of a statewide emergency medical services system. The establishment of 

the Alaska Council on Emergency Medical Services was essential during a period when 

emergency medical services, in Alaska and across the nation, was in its infancy. The state 

needed a mechanism to meticulously plan and implement a statewide emergency medical 

services system tailored to Alaska. The Alaska Council on Emergency Medical Services 

successfully accomplished that mission. However, the current emergency medical services 

landscape in Alaska has grown in capability and sophistication, surpassing the original design 

and function of the Alaska Council on Emergency Medical Services Board.  

This proposed change aims to strengthen the department’s capacity to advance and enhance 

the state emergency medical services system by allowing the creation of focused committees 

and taskforces whose composition can be uniquely designed to address the diverse and 

specialty areas of today’s emergency medical services system.  

The overall impact to the public and private sector resulting from this change will result in more 

focused emergency medical services system advancements. This, in turn, will lead to improved 

coordination and delivery of the highest quality prehospital patient care.  

There is limited fiscal impact foreseen as the work is already being done within the department. 

Agency Cost Summary 

Agency Cost 

Alaska Department of Health $0 

TOTAL $0 

 

 


