
BUILDING ALASKA’S PREVENTION ECOSYSTEM

A comprehensive and collaborative system to ensure children, youth, 
and families thrive.

January 31, 2024                       Trevor Storrs, President & CEO
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How Are Alaska’s Children Doing?

38
2023

National
KIDS COUNT

Ranking

Source: KIDS COUNT Data Books, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2015-2022

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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KIDS COUNT

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

22nd  

44th 

HEALTH49th 

EDUCATION

FAMILY & COMMUNITY44th 

ECONOMIC WELL-BEING

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Education Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

62%

(2009-2011)

59%

(2017-2019)

Young Children (Ages 3 & 4) Not in School

WORSE

67%

(2009)

71%

(2019)

8th Graders Not Proficient in Math

BETTER

32%

(2010-2011)

20%

(2018-2019)

High School Students Not Graduating on Time

WORSE

73%

(2009)

75%

(2019)

4th Graders Not Proficient in Reading

29%
(2013-2014)

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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High School Students Not Graduating on Time

Over the past decade, Alaska 
significantly improved its on-
time high school graduations, 
reducing the proportion of 
those not graduating on time 
by 31% (9 percentage points) 
since 2013-2014.

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Kindergarten Readiness

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

17%

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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4th Grade Reading & 8th Grade Math Proficiency

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

WORSE

67%

(2009)

71%

(2019)

8th Graders Not Proficient in Math

WORSE

73%

(2009)

75%

(2019)

4th Graders Not Proficient in Reading

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count


BETTER

13%

(2010)

8%

(2021)

Children Without Health Insurance
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Health Core Indicators

WORSE

5.7%

(2010)

6.6%

(2020)

Low Birth Weight Babies

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

WORSE

43%

(2010)

46%

(2020)

Child and Teen Deaths per 100,000

WORSE

25%

(2016-2017)

32%

(2019-2020)

Children Who Are Overweight or Obese

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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High School Students Feeling Sad or Hopeless

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Alcohol and Drug Misuse

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Child Maltreatment

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Economic Well-Being Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

34%

(2012)

30%

(2021)

Children Living in Households with a 
High Housing Cost Burden

WORSE

10%

(2009)

14%

(2019)

Teens Not in School and Not Working

BETTER

14%

(2012)

12%

(2021)

Children in Poverty

BETTER

36%

(2012)

34%

(2021)

Children Whose Parents Lack Secure Employment

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Children In Poverty

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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High Housing Cost Burden

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Food Insecurity

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Family & Community Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

32%

(2010)

30%

(2019)

Children in Single-Parent Families

WORSE

3%

(2009-2013)

7%

(2016-2020)

Children Living in High-Poverty Areas

BETTER

38

(2010)

18

(2020)

Teen Births Per 1,000

BETTER

10%

(2010)

8%

(2019)

Children in Families Where the Household Head Lacks a 
Highschool Diploma

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Births

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Children In Foster Care

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Afterschool Activities

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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What is an Ecosystem?

A complex 
network or 
interconnecting 
system.
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What is Prevention?



25alaskachildrenstrust.org

CDC (2019) – Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Prevention: Resource for Action

STRATEGY APPROACH EXAMPLES

Strengthen economic supports to families • Food security
• Housing
• Family paid leave

Promote social norms that protect 
against violence & adversity

• Public education campaigns
• Legislative approaches to reduce corporal 

punishment
• Bystander approaches
• Men and boys as allies in prevention

Ensure a strong start for children • Home visiting
• High-quality child care
• Preschool enrichment with family engagement

Teach skills • Safe dating & healthy relationships
• Parenting skills & family relationship approaches

Connect youth to caring adults and 
activities

• Mentoring programs
• Afterschool programs

Intervene to lessen immediate and long-
term harms

• Enhanced primary care
• Victim-centered services
• Treatment to lessen the harms of ACEs
• Family-centered treatment for substance misuse

CDC Prevention of ACEs
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What is a Prevention Ecosystem?

A complex network 
or interconnecting 
system that ensures 
children, youth, 
families, and 
communities have 
the knowledge, 
skills, support and 
resources to thrive.
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K – 12
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NATURAL
RESOURCES
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EARLY CHILDHOOD HEALTHCARE

HOUSING

PERSONAL
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POLICY

EDUCATION

CULTURE
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AFTER
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Socio-ecological Framework for Prevention (CDC)
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Public Policy

Two Key Role of Legilsature
1.Budget

2.Legislation/Policy/Lawmaking



2024 
ALASKA CHILDREN’S BUDGET



31alaskachildrenstrust.org/alaska-childrens-budget

Only

26.9%
Of Alaska’s 

budget is spent 
supporting 

children, youth, 
and families

ACB spending: $3.56B

Total FY24 budget: $13.22B

CHILDREN’s BUDGET

NON-CHILDREN’s BUDGET

2024 AK Children’s Budget

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Total ACB Operating Budget Funds, FY 2011-2024

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count


33alaskachildrenstrust.org/alaska-childrens-budget

Total ACB Capital Budget Funds, FY2011 - 2024

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count


34alaskachildrenstrust.org/alaska-childrens-budget

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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ALASKA
CHILDREN’S 

CAUCUS
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Thank You
For more information, visit:

alaskachildrenstrust.org
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