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To: Senate Health and Social Services Committee
Chair Senator David Wilson

From: Senator Loki Gale Tobin

SUBJ: Senate Bill 115 January 23 Hearing Questions

Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional information on the formal and practical
education requirements for physician assistants. In the State of Alaska, physician assistants must
complete an accredited program and are required to apply for a permanent license through the
Alaska State Medical Board. These licenses are renewed biennially. Please note, Senate Bill 115
does not alter the physician assistant licensing requirements or fees.

Additionally, it was asked how many hours other states require before allowing physician
assistants to operate independently.

e In Arizona, physician assistants with more than 8,000 hours may work independently.

e In North Dakota, a physician assistant with more than 4,000 hours of practice may work
independently as determined at the medical practice site.

e In Utah, a physician assistant with more than 10,000 hours of post-graduate clinical
experience may work independently. Utah also established specific requirements for a
physician assistant specializing in mental health care, and for those who wish to change
specialties to another specialty.

e In Wyoming, the degree of collaboration is determined at the practice level, which may
include decisions made by the employer, group, hospital service, or the credentialing and
privileging systems.

e lowa requires supervision only for physician assistants with less than two years of
practice.

e In Montana, physician assistants with 8,000 practice hours are exempt from the
collaboration agreement.
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If you have any additional questions, please contact me or my staff, Mackenzie Pope.

AP

Senator LOki Gale Tobin
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