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Alaska to Receive Big Benefits from
Infrastructure Package

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act Passes
Senate

Today the U.S. Senate passed the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, bipartisan
legislation which provides investments for core infrastructure—roads, bridges, rail, transit,
ports, airports, energy, water systems, and broadband. The bill provides $550 billion in
new spending over five years, without raising taxes, and will grow America’s economy,
create jobs, and push against inflation. U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK), with a
bipartisan group of ten Senators, worked for months to negotiate, craft, and finalize the
bill package. Throughout those efforts, Senator Murkowski prioritized Alaska's unique
infrastructure needs.

“This bill is a truly historic investment in our country and state. We prioritize legacy
infrastructure projects that will improve transportation, allow us to remain connected, and
create stronger communities. These initiatives will create new jobs and benefits that will
pay forward for decades to come,” said Senator Murkowski. “This legislation will bring
major benefits to Alaska. Investments in repairing, maintaining, and upgrading our
infrastructure such as roads, rails, and bridges will create safer communities. We invest in
transportation infrastructure that are a lifeline to connecting Alaskan communities—such
as our Alaska Marine Highway System, ferries, ports, and small airports. Through this bill
we address our lack of basic energy and wastewater infrastructure to meet vital needs. We
also provide support to strengthen broadband. | pushed for a number of initiatives we
included to address our energy infrastructure needs by enabling important projects to



advance which will help communities see more affordable, clean energy. I'm proud to have
worked on this bipartisan effort in crafting this bill. It took time and significant effort—but
it is a reminder of the good work that can come as a result of bipartisanship.”

Alaska Highlights in the Infrastructure Investment and jobs Act

*Note: unless otherwise noted, numbers are nationwide program funding over five years.

Roads/Bridges:

Watch here to see Senator Murkowski discuss Roads, Highways, Bridges in the
Infrastructure Investment and jobs Act.




Airports:

Improving Alaska’s airports, whether they be large or small, will improve safety and enable
Alaskans to reach medical appointments, school competitions, potlatches, and other
important events more safely and will help to reduce delays in flights that bring in food,

prescriptions, and business inventory.

Watch here to see Senator Murkowski discuss airports in the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act.

Buses/Ferries:

The Alaska Marine Highway System is as important to Alaska’s economic, educational, and
cultural health as any road or airport. Alaska’s ferries bring food into communities, enable
Alaskans to access medical care, and help students to engage in sports and academic
competitions.

Watch here to see Senator Murkowski discuss ferries in the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act.




Railroads:

Water:

It has been evident for decades that rural Alaska’s lack of access to clean water and
sanitation is a health hazard. it has contributed to high rates of respiratory problems in
children, for example. But the pandemic has brought this threat into stark relief. The
inability to wash one’s hands has increased rural communities’ vulnerability to COVID.

Watch here to see Senator Murkowski discuss water and wastewater in the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act.




Broadband:

The lack of sufficient broadband internet has hampered Alaskan students’ ability to
succeed and compete with their urban peers. It has stymied rural Alaskans’ economic
development. It has made access to healthcare via telemedicine more difficult. These
provisions will address these and many other problems that have held rural Alaskans back

from achieving their full potential.

Denali Commission:

Permitting:
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Ports:

Alaska has the greatest number of coastline miles in the United States. Ensuring that our
ports can accommodate their communities’ needs—for fishing fleets, the delivery of food

and other necessities, and as a conduit for economic development is crucial.

Resilience:

Alaska is ground zero for global climate change. Homes, schools, and community
infrastructure have been lost to erosion due to thinning sea ice and thawing permafrost.
Entire villages are threatened. These funds are crucial to ensure the safety of such
communities.
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