
                       
 
 
 

ALASKA GUN RIGHTS 
 

          
 

5/05/2023 
 
 
Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
  
 Alaska Gun Rights opposes HB61. This bill allegedly is to protect Alaskan’s gun rights 
during times of emergency or disaster declarations.  This is not true. 
 

The proposed legislation claims to prevent gun stores and shooting ranges from being 
shut down by disaster declarations or emergency orders. It actually does the opposite.  The 
legislation would allow government to shut down gun stores and ranges, along with other stores 
and businesses.    
 
 Both bills contain fatally flawed language. Starting page 1, line 15:  

(4) unless the closure or limitation applies equally to all forms of commerce within the 
jurisdiction, closing or limiting the operating hours of… 

 The first half of that sentence gives government the authority to shut down all commerce 
relating to firearms.  This is unacceptable.  We urge you to reject the language: “unless the 
closure or limitation applies equally to all forms of commerce within the jurisdiction”. 
 
 Secondly, a prior version of the bill (of a previous legislature) started off with the word 
“Notwithstanding” on page 1, line 5, as opposed to “During” (the present versions).  The word 
“Notwithstanding” would be superior and would extend additional protections for the 2nd 
Amendment.  
 

Alaska Gun Rights was started in January 2020 and is Alaska’s No-compromise Gun 
Rights Advocacy organization committed to defending our God-granted right to keep and bear 
arms. We are committed to stopping the erosion of our rights and the retaking of ground that has 
been lost.  
 
 
 Regards, 
 
 Rick McClure      
 President  

Alaska Gun Rights 
 www.AlaskaGunRights.org    
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