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Helen Phillips

From: Cyndy Mika <Cyndy.Mika@kibsd.org>
Sent: Monday, May 08, 2023 10:56 AM
To: House Finance
Subject: HB193 Testimony from Kodiak Island Borough School District 

Good morning, Chairman Edgmon, Chairman Foster, Chairman Johnson, and members of the House Finance 
Committee, 
 
My name is Cyndy Mika and I am the Superintendent for Kodiak Island Borough School District.  I am writing 
today in support of HB 193 and its importance to the schools in Kodiak who would benefit from having the 
BAG limit raised to 100Mbps.  Our rural schools need digital equity in order for our students to have an 
equitable education.  Our students deserve and need the full transformative power of technology in order to 
access their core curriculum as well as electives and special education services. Since I arrived in Alaska in July, 
I have visited our rural schools many times and am amazed at the quality of education we are able to provide 
them, when the internet is working ‐ and even then, the speeds are so low, that many of the platforms will not 
work!  Reliable access to the internet is a critical component in modern day education.   
 
Kodiak utilizes the BAG to leverage e‐rate funds and provide our students and educators fair access to the 
digital world.  We apply for the discounted internet through the e‐rate program during the annual filing 
window in March, which is before the end of the legislative session.  Therefore, it is important that SB140 
passes this year so that we can apply for the higher internet speeds up to 100mbps rather than the current 
max 25mpbs next spring during annual filing.   
 
Quality equitable education requires connectivity and passing HB 193 will help KIBSD achieve our goal of 
ensuring each of our students regardless of living in a village or in town has access to our curriculum and 
educational services.   
 
Thank you for serving our students and families and all the work you are doing for the betterment of Alaska. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Cyndy A. Mika, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools Kodiak Island Borough School District 
 

 
We gather on the traditional homeland of the Alutiiq/Sugpiaq people.  
The heritage and culture of the Alutiiq people continue to enrich our communities 
and our schools. 
 
KIBSD 
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722 Mill Bay Rd 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
907‐486‐7550 
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201 East 56th Avenue, Suite 300 

Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

 www.QuintillionGlobal.com 

May 5, 2023 
  
Dear Representatives Edgmon, Foster, and DeLena Johnson 
  
Quintillion’s mission is to connect more Alaskans to each other and the rest of the world—which is why 
we are eager to support House Bill 193. You have written legislation critical to advancing efforts that 
bridge the digital divide between rural and urban Alaska. We applaud you for focusing those efforts 
within what is the heart of our communities, —our schools.  
  
Over the last few years, it is evident a high-speed internet connection is not a luxury, but a necessity. 
Yet, too many Alaskans lag behind the rest of the world in being able to log on for work, health care 
services, and education.   
  
Quintillion is the underlying broadband carrier to students and teachers in Kotzebue, Nome, Point Hope, 
Utqiagvik, and Wainwright. Our middle-mile fiber serves the Northwest Arctic Borough School District, 
Nome Public Schools, Kogoyah Kozga Library, and North Slope Borough School District.   
  
In our partnership with Ilisagvik College in Utqiagvik (who does not qualify for E-Rate subsidies), we saw 
the immediate difference provided by higher download speeds, as President Justina Wilhelm explains in 
this thank you video: “In our rural communities, internet access and bandwidth have been a huge area of 
concern for us. You can’t imagine the weight lifted when Ilisagvik College partnered with Quintillion, and 
they began donating bandwidth in 2019, continued their support in 2020, and then increased their 
support in 2021.” 
  
Increasing State of Alaska Broadband Assistance Grant (BAG) speeds for schools, from 25 megabits to 
100 megabits, is the difference between being able to attend tutoring sessions via Zoom or falling 
behind in schoolwork. Increasing BAG-eligible speeds from 25mb to 100mb is the difference between 
listening and watching Inupiaq words correctly pronounced to simply guessing at the sounds. 
  
We thank you for this bill, and the important work you are doing to achieve parity and digital equity 
across the state. Quintillion stands ready to support you in this critical endeavor.  
  
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
Michael (Mac) McHale 
President 
Quintillion  
  
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: AD801541-08F5-482C-AC3D-06BDCFF2B093

http://www.quintillionglobal.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AqzGHwdZiSY


GALENA CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
P.O. Box 299 

GALENA, ALASKA 99741 
PHONE (907) 656-1205 

FAX (907) 656-2238 

 SUPERINTENDENT 

Jason R. Johnson, Ed.D. 

May 5, 2023 

Re:  House Bill 193 

Dear House Finance Committee: 

On behalf of the Galena City School District (GCSD), I write today in support of SB 140. 

While extremely grateful to Alaska’s legislators for increasing BAG grant-eligible funding to 25 

megabits per second a few years ago, the internet in Galena for our students and staff still, at 25 

megabits per second, has limited video streaming, which, as we all know, is essential for 

education and business operations today. Our network administrator in Galena reports that he 

spends much of his time managing internet operations each day. For example, he might need to 

prioritize internet bandwidth to the central business office for an important virtual meeting which 

will mean limited, or possibly no, streaming for teachers and students during that timeframe. 

In addition to GCSD’s schools in Galena, we have six offices in urban areas that support the 

education of our IDEA homeschool families. I can attest to the unequal internet between urban 

and rural communities in Alaska as our IDEA offices can rely on video streaming the majority of 

the time. 

Thank you for considering supporting HB 193 in order to provide digital equality for all of 
Alaska’s students. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jason R. Johnson, Ed.D. 

GCSD Superintendent 

Email: jason.johnson@galenanet.com 

mailto:jason.johnson@galenanet.com
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