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Alaska’s charter school laws are 
3rd most restrictive nationwide

• Lack multiple authorizers
• Equitable funding
• Facilities and transportation 

funding
• Lack of independence
• Charter management 

organizations not allowed

Alaska Charter School Laws
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https://www.publiccharters.org/our-work/publications/measuring-model-ranking-state-public-charter-school-laws-2022


Recommendation: Correspondence Students
• Correspondence students are 16.5% of K-12 students but 5.3% of K-12 

expenditures
• Correspondence students should also get weights for special education 

(1.2), and CTE education (0.015) for a total of 1.215 AADM.
• Hundreds of CSAP students have special needs or participate in CTE

• Correspondence students with intensive needs should receive weights to 
their allotment like intensive needs students in traditional district schools

• Allotment multiplier of 10 (for example) would allow parents to choose between 
providers while the state would realize cost-savings of 3 BSAs per intensive needs 
student using the allotment instead of traditional public school

• Decreases incentive for districts to over-classify intensive need students
• Increases incentive for districts to be attentive to intensive need parents

• Florida’s Family Empowerment Scholarship Program lets parents choose 
private-sector options (or a public school outside of their zoned area) that 
better suits their child’s needs with up to 90% of state Special Ed funding
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Alaskan Students Benefit From Choice
• 2017-2019 PEAKS assessments
• Students in Alaska’s charter schools performed better than students 

enrolled in Alaska’s traditional public schools regardless of ethnicity, 
gender, or subgroup

• Charter students from all ethnicities reported higher average scale scores 
every year in both subjects

• Male and female charter students reported higher average scores and 
percentage of students proficient every year in both subjects

• Charter students with disabilities, English language learners, and economically 
disadvantaged students (low-income) all had higher percentages of students 
testing proficient every year in both subjects

• Alaska scored the highest nationally for value-added learning gains in 
EFI Charter School Ecosystem Rankings

Source: Alaska Policy Forum analysis from public records request. 
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https://secureservercdn.net/45.40.149.34/n5e.cd2.myftpupload.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/EFI-ECER2022f.pdf
https://alaskapolicyforum.org/2023/02/alaskas-charter-schools-boost-performance-for-students/
https://alaskapolicyforum.org/wp-content/uploads/public-records-requests-PEAKS-charter-schools.pdf


HB 165

There are 105,526 students 
enrolled in neighborhood public 
schools in Alaska, and 21,927 
enrolled in correspondence study 
programs. 
Correspondence study students are 
16.5% of all students but account 
for less than 5.3% of total funding.
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HB 165
Current CSAP (Correspondence School 
Allotment Programs) Funding Formula:

BSA ($5,960) x .9 = $5,364 => Allocation to 
Parents as low as $2,500

The remainder of the CSAP Formula => 
School Districts
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HB 165

HB 165 Proposed CASP Funding Formula:

BSA ($5,960) x 1.5 = $8,940 => Allocation of 
$8,940 

HB 165 also proposes an Intensive Needs 
Multiplier of 11 x for Intensive Needs 
Children 

The remainder of the Public Education 
Funding Formula ($18,852-$8,940) = $9912 
=> State savings
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HB 165

With a larger allocation in the hands of 
parents to direct their own child's education, 
we could see a significant increase in 
correspondence school participation than 
the 21,000 Correspondence Study (CSAP) 
students we have with just a $2,500 
incentive.
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HB 165
An increase in the CSAP funding formula to 
1.5 x BSA (HB 165) has a fiscal note of $72.7 
million for 21,000 students. Savings per 
student switching would be reduced to 
$9,912. 

It would take 7,335 students to switch to 
break even. If 10,500 students 
switched, we would save $31.3 million per 
year.
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HB 165
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HB 165
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HB 165
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HB 165
Minority enrollment in 
Alaska Charter Schools is 
35% of the student body, 
which is less than the Alaska 
public school 53% average 
minority enrollment.
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HB 165
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HB 165
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HB 165
Questions?
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