














Amy K. Mestas, PE, SE 

3641 North Point Dr. 

Anchorage AK 99502 

 

March 31, 2023 

 

Senator Bjorkman, Chair 

Senate Labor and Commerce Commi�ee 

State Capitol Room 9 

Juneau, AK 99801 

 

Re: SB 73 Register Interior Designers 

 

Senator Bjorkman, 

I am wri+ng as a registered civil and structural engineer with 17 years of experience prac+cing in the 

design industry, as a Board Member and Legisla+ve Commi�ee Chair of the Alaska Professional Design 

Council (APDC), as a member of the Structural Engineers Associa+on of Alaska (SEAAK), and as member 

of the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). 

I am in support of registra+on for Interior Designers. These professionals design new, and modify 

exis+ng, interior spaces in public or private buildings. Their work includes non-structural design 

elements o7en involving components affec+ng life safety, whether it be accessibility, exi+ng access 

components, fire ra+ngs of walls, or fire ra+ngs of finishes. To protect public safety through licensure, 

registered Interior Designers will ensure that those responsible for this work are qualified based on 

educa+on, experience, and na+onal examina+on (or are under direct supervision of qualified 

individual), as are other design professionals. It is becoming more common for Military projects to 

require a registered interior designer.  We will be pu<ng our local designers at a disadvantage when 

compared with outside firms if they are not permi�ed to obtain a license in Alaska (or require them to 

get licensed in another state to work in our own back yard).   SB 73 will allow registered Interior 

Designers to stamp their own interior construc+on documents for permit within their scope of prac+ce, 

as are other disciplines, and take responsibility for their own work.   

This bill recognizes a design profession that has existed in our market for decades and allows those who 

show competence via their educa+on, experience, and examina+on, to prac+ce independently.  As we 

are experiencing a shortage of design staff in the state, it would also seem prudent to the economy to 

license interior designers.  There are many interiors projects which deal with life safety which could be 

designed by a licensed interior designer without the involvement of a registered architect.  This would 

alleviate some of the workforce shortages our design industry is currently facing.  It does not prevent 

architects from doing interior designs, nor does it prevent unregistered Interior Designers from working 

on projects that do not affect the public safety, health, and welfare.   

  



The American Society of Interior Designers – Alaska Chapter has worked closely with the Alaska 

American Ins+tute of Architects to adjust the language presented in the bill to be acceptable to both 

architects and interior designers.  I urge you to pass this bill with the amendments ASID will be 

proposing based on their sincere efforts toward compromise with AIA for the registra+on of Interior 

Designers. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy K. Mestas, PE, SE 











Dear Senator Claman, 
  
As an Alaska resident and practicing Civil Engineer, I’m writing to ask for your support of Senate 
Bill 73: REGISTER INTERIOR DESIGNERS.  

I am passionate about protection of public health, safety, and welfare in Alaska, and SB 73 

advances these protections. It establishes registration for the practice of interior design which 

will result in safer spaces and interior environments for the public.  

SB 73 creates clear practice definitions and rights for interior designers, establishing greater 

accountability for practitioners within the built environment. It also increases the professional 

workforce and consumer choice for design services, entices qualified practitioners to work in 

Alaska, and expands business opportunities for small-business interior designers and firms. 

To be clear, SB 73 does not apply to architects, designers of residential single-family to 4-plex 

structures, or interior designers working under direct supervision of a registered interior 

designer or architect. 

Qualified interior designers attain a bachelor’s degree or equivalent in interior design and 

must complete supervised experience-based training before they may sit for the nationally 

recognized, 11-hour NCIDQ Exam; an exam that comprehensively tests on whole-building 

design and occupant life-safety. Interior designers are knowledgeable in areas essential to 

public safety and protection, including building codes, fire protection, fire safety and 

accessibility.  

NCIDQ-certified interior designers are qualified and prepared to protect the public through 

responsible, autonomous interior design practice. The ability for interior designers to 

independently stamp their work is already allowed in 14 states and 2 federal jurisdictions. 

Because this bill will greatly benefit Alaska residents and the state economy, please support 

Senate Bill 73.  Thank you! 

Sincerely, 
  
David Gamez, P.E. 
5619 Big Bend Lp 
Anchorage, AK 99502 
907-444-5730 

dgamez8866@gmail.com 
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