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 National and state-by-state effort tracking 
the well-being of children, youth, and families

 Four Focus Areas

 Use sound data to help answer the question: 
How are Alaska’s children doing? 
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KIDS COUNT

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kids Count is a national program supported by the Annie E Casey Foundation with the goal of centralizing data related to children, youth, and families.

Alaska Children’s Trust serves as the Alaska affiliate.

The goal of Alaska Children’s Trust’s KIDS COUNT efforts is to provide a wider lens while maintaining our focus on this question: If Alaska’s children were thriving, how would we know?

There are four key areaWhile this Committee’s focus is education, all of the data indicators discussed in each of these categories impact a child’s ability to learn and develop successfully.



https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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How Are Alaska’s Children Doing?

41
National

KIDS COUNT
Ranking

Source: KIDS COUNT Data Books, Annie E. Casey Foundation, 2015-2022

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So, “How are our children doing?”
Alaska currently ranks 41st in the nation for overall child well-being and continually ranks in the bottom half of all states
Per the national KIDS COUNT, Alaska is ranked 41st compared to all other states for overall child well being; up from 45th in the nation in 2019, but down from 27th in 2015.

As you can see, we continually are in the bottom half if not the bottom third.



https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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EDUCATION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the category of Education, Alaska ranks 49th in the nation (for a third year in a row), just behind Louisiana and just ahead of New Mexico. 

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Education Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

62%

(2009-2011)

59%

(2017-2019)

Young Children (Ages 3 & 4) Not in School

WORSE

67%

(2009)

71%

(2019)

8th Graders Not Proficient in Math

BETTER

32%

(2010-2011)

20%

(2018-2019)

High School Students Not Graduating on Time

WORSE

73%

(2009)

75%

(2019)

4th Graders Not Proficient in Reading

29%
(2013-2014)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the last decade, Alaska has made progress in two of the four core education indicators that determine national rank:
Over the long-term, Alaska has made substantial progress in just one core indicator: high school students graduating on time. The state has also made slight progress in getting young children into high quality early childhood opportunities, but has lost ground in the percentage of fourth graders proficient in reading and eighth graders proficient in math. Alaska is struggling not just relative to peers, but also in terms of objective outcomes.

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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High School Students Not Graduating on Time

Over the past decade, Alaska 
significantly improved its on-
time high school graduations, 
reducing the proportion of 
those not graduating on time 
by 31% (9 percentage points) 
since 2013-2014.

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alaska has made significant progress in reducing the percentage of Alaska high school students not graduating on time. This percentage declined from 29 percent in 2013-2014 to 20 percent in 2018-2019. Improvement can be partially attributed to programs like Anchorage’s “90 by 2020” initiative, which increased the percentage of Anchorage School District students graduating on time from 60 percent in 2005 to 84 percent in 2019.

Anchorage makes up about 35% of graduates (

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Kindergarten Readiness

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

17%

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statewide, only 31% of students (less than 1/3) demonstrate kindergarten readiness, dropping two percentage points between the 2018-2019 and 2021-2022 school years.


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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4th Grade Reading & 8th Grade Math Proficiency

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

WORSE

67%

(2009)

71%

(2019)

8th Graders Not Proficient in Math

WORSE

73%

(2009)

75%

(2019)

4th Graders Not Proficient in Reading

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Statewide, only 31% of students (less than 1/3) demonstrate kindergarten readiness, dropping two percentage points between the 2018-2019 and 2021-2022 school years.


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Developmental Screens

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Overall, the percentage of three-year olds receiving developmental screens in Alaska saw a mild increase from 77 to 79 percent. However, numbers vary widely across racial/ethnic groups, as well as geographically, with screens in Northern and Southwest regions far below the state average, at 57 percent and 42 percent respectively.

AK Native low – due to SW variation (has highest Native population and lowest developmental screenings)

The earlier parents,
caregivers, and
professionals are aware
of these delays the higher
the likelihood of effective
treatment, thus increasing
quality of life for the child
and lowering long-term
medical and social costs.

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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HEALTH

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count


BETTER

13%

(2010)

8%

(2021)

Children Without Health Insurance
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Health Core Indicators

WORSE

5.7%

(2010)

6.6%

(2020)

Low Birth Weight Babies

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

WORSE

43%

(2010)

46%

(2020)

Child and Teen Deaths per 100,000

WORSE

25%

(2016-2017)

32%

(2019-2020)

Children Who Are Overweight or Obese

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the long-term, Alaska is regressing in three of the four core health indicators that determine national rank:


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Alcohol and Drug Misuse

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2009, Alaska has made notable
progress in reducing the portions of
teens drinking alcohol, binge drinking,
and using tobacco. In more recent
years, teen alcohol and drug misuse
has largely flattened, except for
tobacco smoking, which continues to
decline, and vaping, where teen use is
rapidly increasing.

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Child Maltreatment

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Child maltreatment cases have increased to levels not seen since 2009, with 3,190 cases confirmed in 2020. Children ages birth to 4 comprise the largest proportion of all cases (41 percent), with the most common form of maltreatment type being neglect (71 percent).


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Child Maltreatment

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Figure 14. Percent by 
Age Group of Total 
Children Confirmed by 
Child Protective 
Services as Victims of 
Maltreatment (2016 –
2020)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Child maltreatment cases have increased to levels not seen since 2009, with 3,190 cases confirmed in 2020. Children ages birth to 4 comprise the largest proportion of all cases (41 percent), with the most common form of maltreatment type being neglect (71 percent).


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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ECONOMIC 
WELL-BEING

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Economic Well-Being Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

34%

(2012)

30%

(2021)

Children Living in Households with a 
High Housing Cost Burden

WORSE

10%

(2009)

14%

(2019)

Teens Not in School and Not Working

BETTER

14%

(2012)

12%

(2021)

Children in Poverty

BETTER

36%

(2012)

34%

(2021)

Children Whose Parents Lack Secure Employment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the last decade, Alaska has made moderate progress in three of the four core indicators that determine national rank. However, even in areas of improvement, gains are slipping:


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Children In Poverty

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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High Housing Cost Burden

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Food Insecurity

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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FAMILY & 
COMMUNITY

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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2022 KIDS COUNT – Family & Community Core Indicators

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

BETTER

32%

(2010)

30%

(2019)

Children in Single-Parent Families

WORSE

3%

(2009-2013)

7%

(2016-2020)

Children Living in High-Poverty Areas

BETTER

38

(2010)

18

(2020)

Teen Births Per 1,000

BETTER

10%

(2010)

8%

(2019)

Children in Families Where the Household Head Lacks a 
Highschool Diploma

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past decade, Alaska has made progress in three of the four core indicators that determine national rank, and slipped significantly in another:


https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Births

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Births

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
See decreases across all regions and all races & ethnicities

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Children In Foster Care

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Increase from 10 is associated with economic challenges in Alaska (economic stress)

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Children In Foster Care

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Afterschool Activities

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Teen Suicides

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hispanic – suppressed because not enough participation (YRBS)

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count


31

High School Students Feeling Sad or Hopeless

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the last decade, the proportion of
Alaska high school students feeling sad
and hopeless has increased 52 percent,
with a growing racial/ethnic disparity.

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Caring Adult

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Caring Adult - Teacher 

By Region

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

https://www.alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count
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Thank You
For more information, visit:

alaskachildrenstrust.org/kids-count

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are just a handful of child well-being indicators available through Alaska KIDS COUNT data books. We also have an online data center maintained in partnership with the State of Alaska’s Section of Epidemiology. Final 2022 KIDS COUNT books are currently in production and all Legislators will receive copies as a follow up to today’s presentation.

When the well-being of Alaska’s children increases, the long-term costs to society of crime, substance misuse, lost economic potential, and strain on corrections and healthcare systems are greatly reduced.

As leaders debate the future of our state, Alaska KIDS COUNT is devoted to supporting informed policy decisions and ensuring children are at the center of the
conversation.

We look forward to a day when all Alaska’s children benefit from strong families, safe communities, and resources to thrive.
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